
'W7*- 

‘ 


SECRET. 



5 ^ 








% 


•7 

fl* 


l 


Serial No 


« % 


Wo/ 


SITUATION 







v 

I 


IN 


t 


f. 

tr 






f 


MESOPOTAMIA 


I 

) 

r* 

* t 


FROM 



THE INVESTMENT OF KUT TO ITS FALL 


VOLUME I 


.4 

I • 

ti 

& 


y 


\ 9 


ir 

K 






( 

Jk 

-V 

i 


? 

1 


GENERAL STAFF BRANCH 

(M. O. 1) 


/ 

t 




* 1 


tf* 1 ' 


/ 


J 7 


I 


t 

; 


te 


V 

I 1 i 

M 


Mfr 

! 


’i 


Case Wo^ 13178. 

Field Operation*. 




I 




9 * 


#1 ^ 


f ‘ * * >■■ 


, 


[I 

\ 

UE/T *r,irt '* f 


CALCUTTA 

SUPERINTENDENT GOVERNMENT PRINTING^ INDIA 

1916 



Y 


H&; * 




- 







SECRET. 


File No. 13176. 


0. I. 


NOTES 


MESOPOTAMIA 


THE INVESTMENT OP HUT TO 


FALL 


Volume I. 


From C.-in-C. to General Nixon (Personal), No. S.-29697, dated 6th December 1915. 

Fears delay will be caused in departure of reinforcements from Marseilles. Is urging 
India Office and War Office on necessity of speed. Is anxious regarding Townshend’s 
position at Kut. 


Dy. No 

29697. 


General 


6th December 


Townshend’s position greatest 


To G. 0. C. “ D,” No. S.-29700, dated 6th December 1915. 

Asking for information as to supplies and ammunition at Kut-al-Ami 

To G. 0. C. “ D,” No. S.-29713—M.-83, dated 6th December 19 
Information regarding Russian proposed action in North-West Pe 


Dy. No. 

29783. 

Dy. No. 

29700. 

Dy. No. 

29713. 


From G. O. C. “ D,” No. I. G.-1715, dated 6th December 1915 

Asks for Russian action co-operation. 


the i 
may 


Secretary. 

Will the Military Secretary to Viceroy kindly 
arrange for th- issue if approved. 

B. Holloway,— 6-12-15. 
Military Secretary to Viceroy. 


—6 


D. M. O. 


Submitted for the approval of His Excel 
lency the Viceroy. 

B. Holloway,—6-12-15. 


Dy. No 

29754. 


H [ ardinge] ,—6-12-15. 

Telegram issued 10-30 p.m., dated 6th December 1915. 


Army Department. 


F. A. Maxwell,—7-12-16 


Telegram to the S. of S., No. H.-9615, dated 6th December 

Accordingly . 


From Viceroy (A. D.), to S. of S., No. H.-9615, dated 6th December 1915. 

In view of 'probability of Townshend beiria invested at Kut , urges speed in despatching 
reinforcements frpm Marseilles and Egypt . We regard provision of extra Division 
asked for in Nixon's 129 — 259-1. of 4th December , as necessary . 

70 a G. 8. 


Dy. No 
29808. 




Dy. No. 
29809. 


Dy. No. 
29877. 


Dy. No. 
29924. 


Dy. No. 

29992. 
Dy. No. 

29954. 

Dy. No. 
29974. 


Dy. No. 
30083. 


Dy. No. 
30113. 


From S. of S. to Viceboy (A. D.), No. 3185, dated 6th Decembeb 1915. 

Regarding Dy. No. 29646, do we propose to send any further big guns and howitzers 

from India 1 


From Q. 0. C. 


ft 


1008—124-0, dated 8th December 1915 

g ammunition and supplies at Kut. 


Will Secretary be good enough to pass draft reply to Sir John Nixon to Foreign 
and Political Department, for concurrence or any remarks? 


W. C. Black*— 7-12-15. 

M. O. 3. 


Secretary, Army Department. 


A. H. O. Spence,— 7-12-15. 


Foreign and Political Department. 


I spoke to His Excellency the Viceroy this i 
so far as political considerations are concerned, 


orning on this subject and I think that 
may entirely concur in the draft. 


we 


Army Department. 


A. H. Grant, —7-12-15. 


To G. 0. C. “ D,” No. S.-29924, dated 8th December 1915. 

72nd and 77th Heavy Batteries R . (?, A . are being despatched to Force “ D' 9 


From S. of S., No. 3187, dated 7th December 1915, to Viceroy (A. D.). 

Regarding despatch of Meerut and Lahore Divisions . 

% 

To G. 0. C. “ D,” No. S.-29954, dated 8th December 1915. 


Regarding Russian Co-operation . 


To G. 0. C. “ D,” No. S.-2997 

Information regarding Russia 



[.-85, dated 8th December 1915 


From Viceroy 


9658 


December 1915 


Nos. 72 and 77 Heavy Batteries R. G. A. will be sent Force “ D.”* 



From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3189, dated 8th December 1915. 

Regarding arrival of Meerut and Lahore Divisions . 


Telegram No. nil , dated 9th December 1915, from S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.). 

Regarding additional division for General Nixon. 

A draft telegram in reply to the above, in accordance with His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief’s orders at to-day’s meeting is submitted for issue. 


Secretary, 

Issue, 






Kirkpatrick,— 9-12-16. 

D. M. 0. 



B. Holloway,— 9-12-15. 







8 


THE S. OF 8., TELEGBAM No. 9687, DATED 9TH DECEMBER 


Accordingly. 


9 


From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3189, dated 8th December 1915. 

All Meerut Division should arrive Basrah by end of December. Remainder being sent 

as soon as possible. Cannot yet reply regarding extra Division. 


Dy. No. 

30113. 


From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. nil 9 dated 8th December 1915. 

Is the extra Division asked by Nixon required only for the ultimate advance on 

Baghdadf 


Dy. No. 


30114. ' 

# 


From G. 0. C. “ D,” No. I. G.-1724, dated 9th December 1915. (Repeated S. of S.) Dy. No. 

Asks for close co-operation of Russians and suggests latter march on Baghdad as 30151. 

strong as possible. 


From Viceroy (A. D.) to S. of S., No. H.-9687, dated 9th December 1915. j)y 
Regarding Dy. No . 30114 , the 5th Division , for Nixon is required in any case. 30171. 


Telegram No. 3194, dated 9th December 1915, from S.. of S. to Viceroy, repeated 

General Nixon. 

Asking for information required by the War Committee in considering the situation 

in Mesopotamia . 

If Tour Excellency approves, I propose to send the enclosed telegram to Sir J. 
Nixon. 

P. Lake,— 10-12-15. 


His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 


On the whole, I think Nixon had better reply direct to Secretary of State 

B. D[uff],— 10-12-15. 


To G. O. C. " D,” No. S.-30311, dated 11th December 1915. 


.Dy. Noj 


Asking him to repeat to us his reply to S. of S., Telegram of 9th instant, No. 3194 30311. 

r Dy. No. 30184). 

Reference to Secretary of State’s No. 3194, dated 9th December. Chief will answer 
the questions of the Secretary of State, so please telegraph to me all the information 
necessary to do so, adding such expression of your views as you may wish. There is no 
need for you to repeat your answer to this telegram to Secretary of State or to answer his. 


From G. O. C. “ D,” No. 1008-149-0, dated 11th December 1915 

(addressed S. of S.). 


Dy. No; 

30373. 


First poftion of General Nixon 


ixoris reply to S. of 
(Dy. No. 30184). 


S., No. 3194 of 9th December J 


From Secretary, 


War Office, to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 10942 -Cipher, dated 11th 

December 1915. 

Can spare no howitzers or heavy guns for “ D” 


Dy. No. 

30429. 



Dy. No. 

30432. 


Dy. No. 
30445. 


Dy. No 
30447. 


Dy. No. 
30510. 


From Viceroy to S. of S., No. nil, dated 11th December 1916. 

Vide Dy. No. 30157, regarding political advantages and reverse involved in 

Russian advance , Baghdad. 


From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3200, dated 11th December 1915. 

Suggests new Division for Force “ D” be formed by adding brigade to emergency force 
now with D. Brigade to come from India. 12 British battalions to come within 
three months to India for garrison duty . 


From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3199, dated 11th December 1915 

(addressed General Nixon). 

ssians in Persia have insufficient strength to undertake operations even at Kirm 

shah or Khanikin. 

To G. O.C. “ D,” No. S.-30610, dated 13th December 1915. 

Suggests Shaikh Saud is rather far forward as a concentration point for relieving 

force. 


THE QUESTION OF BRITISH RETENTION OF NASIRITAH. 

# 


% 


In his No. 1008—149-0* of 11th December, General Nixon says that reinforcements 

are being pushed up both the Euphrates and 
Tigris^lines by land and water; that the rein- 
th< 


♦Diary No. 30373. 


forcement of Nasiriyah is essential; that the Euphrates line and Sat-al-Hai would be 
laid open by its abandonment and General Nixon f s left flarfk exposed to an advance by 
the Turks on Basrah; that a sign of support is needed by the tribes in the neighbourhood 
of Nasiriyah, who are at present, however, well disposed. 

2. Until recently the garrison of Nasiriyah has comprised 2J battalions, 1 squadron, 
10 guns and 1 section Sappers and Miners. On the line of communication between 
Nasiriyah and Quraah was one double company of infantry at Hakika, at the western 
end of the Hammar lake. 

General Nixon nowf gives 3| battalions at Nasiriyah, showing that he has already 

tDi.ry No. 30373. reinforced that place by 1 battalion ancf, 

further, 2 squadrons cavalry and 1 battery 

R.F.A. (4 15-pr8.) are under orders for Nasiriyah from Basrah. 

General Nixon also, as said above, states that further reinforcements are being 
despatched up the Euphrates when they arrive at Basrah. 

3. The wisdom of the decision to increase the garrison at Nasiriyah is open to 
question. The presence of General Townshend’s force at Kut-al-Amarah and the con¬ 
centration of a strong British force on the Tigris above Amarah would seem to render 
it unlikely that the Turks would weaken their main force on the Tigris by making a 
detachment in the direction of Nasiriyah. 

It seems probable, therefore, that any attack on Nasiriyah would be one made by 
Arabs only and without guns. 

4. The retention of a garrison at Nasiriyah would, as General Nixon says, protect 
Basrah and the left flank of his advance on the Tigris line. A withdrawal from that 
place would also probably have a bad political effect on the local Arabs and, to guard 
against this local danger, our post at Qurnah would probably have to be increased and 
also a post again established at Shaiba. This being so, as long as our garrison at 
Nasiriyah only comprised 2\ battalions, 1 squadron and 10 guns, it was possibly wish to 
retain it there as lotog as this could have been done with reasonable safety, since, if 
withdrawn, the bulk of that force would only go to garrison the posts at Qurnah and 
Shaiba, and the main concentration up the Tigris would not be benefited. 

5. General Nixon, although he says that the tribes in the vicinity are well disposed, 

evidently decided that the garrison previously located at Nasiriyah could not safely 
t_ i-•- 1 —:— x-rnknown extent. By sending these rem¬ 

ain concentration on the Tigris will by 


be left there, and is now reinforcing it to an unknown extent, 
forcements to Nasiriyah, the strength of the 

so much be reduced. 

_ • 

6. Should the Turks succeed in concentrating on the Tigris all the troops, the 
despatch of which to Mesopotamia we have heard from various sources, we may have 
to meet a total of some 50,000 men with possibly 100 guns. Excluding General Town- 
shend’s forces (8,600 rifles and 32 guns), General Nixon should by, perhaps, the end of 
January have a total of some 34,600 rifles and 114 guns (including 8 post guns) and 

out of these will have to be found the troops required for his lines of communication and 
in Arabiatan* 


troops 



W. L. G.,—12-12-16. 

Chief of the General Staff has seen. 



Kirkpatrick,—14-12-15. 


From Secretary, War Office, No. 11029-Cipher 

December 1915. 


. 0. 1-D., dated 14th 


Regarding fighting capacity of troops from France . 


Dy. No. 

30686. 


Office, No. 11206-Cipher, dated 14tii December 1916 


and 


it 


Dy. No, 

30687. 


1008-168-0, dated 14th December 1915 (Repeated S. of S.). 

0373 , asks for 2 Divisions to he sent as soon as possible . 30695 


1008—173 


Has decided not to advance to Shaikh 

at Ali-al-Gharbi. 

Your Excellency. 


Sand before sufficient strength concentrated 
Vide Dy. No. 30510 . 


A draft telegram to the Secretary of State is submitted for your approval. 

G. M. Kirkpatrick, —12-12-15. 

D. M. O. 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 


Dy. No 
30703. 


B. D[uff],— 13-12-15. 

Will Secretary kindly issue the draft which has been approved by His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief. 

A. W. Moens, —13-12-15. 

The original telegrams from Sir John Nixon, in reply to the Secretary of State’s 
telegram, No. 3194, dated 9th December 1915, are placed on the file. 


The General Staff have summarised, on a paper* below, the questions and Sir J. 

• Blue slip. Nixon’s replies. 

His Excellency x the Army Member did not consider it necessary to comment any 
further on the points raised than has been done in the draft, which is submitted for the 
approval of His Excellency the Viceroy. 


B. Holloway,—13-12-15. 




ilitary Secretary to Viceroy. 


Telegram issued this afternoon. 


F. A. Maxwell,— 14-12-16. 


Telegram to the S. of S. for India, No. H.-9767, dated 14th December 


Dy. No. 
30750. 


t 

From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3204, dated 16th December 1915 

(Repeated General Nixon). • 

Doubtful if 2 Extra Divisions can be spared. But this will receive further consideration. 

7®0.0.b * 


Dy. No. 
30868. 
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Dy. No 
30870. 


From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3206, dated 15th December 1915 


Gist as in above telegram . 


Dy. No. 
30954. 


From Secretary, War Office, to C. G. S., No. 11109-CirHER 

dated 16th December 1915. 

Turkish troops informed that they are marching on India . 


. 0. 1-D., 


Dy. No 
30955. 


From G. 0. C. “ D,” No. I. G.-1769, dated 16th December 1915 

. (Repeated to S. of S.). 

Most desirable that Russians advance on Kirmanshah—to close communication between 

• Turkey and Persia and to affect situation at Kut . 

1. It is necessary to have a clear understanding on the strategical situation in 
Mesopotamia before answering the Secretary 9 f State's suggestion that India should 
find another brigade to complete a fifth division for Force “ D.” 

2. The increase in the Turkish strength now at or below Baghdad has been unex¬ 
pectedly rapid and their forces in that region now amount to some five divisions 
totalling 35^000 men with 60 guns, while reinforcements reported en route may increase 
this total by another three divisions and 40 guns by the middle of January, when the 
Turkish forces in front of Genera] Nixon might aggregate 60,000 with 100 guns. 

. 3. Our position is that General Townshend is now invested at Eut with about 8,500 

men and 32 guns. 

On reduced rations his force can live until the beginning of February. The first 
problem before us is to relieve him, if this can be done before superior enemy numbers 
and Townshend’s unfavourable tactical position result in the loss of Kut-al-Amarah. 

Nixon is concentrating his reinforcements at Ali-al-Gharbi near which place he 
now has about 9,000 men and 19 guns. The Lahore and Meerut Divisions, which, we 
have just been told by the War Office, are already very-war-worn, should total 20,000 
rifles with 66 guns, all of which may have arrived at Ali-ALGharbi by* the end of 
January ; when General Nixon, might be able to dispose of 30,000 men and 80 guns as 
his striking force, exclusive of troops at Eut or holding his communications. 

4. In the meantime General Townshend’s force (and I consider its present position 
a very* precarious one) will be so weakened by the siege as not to be able to detain many 
Turks in front of it, so that allowing 12,000 men as necessary to mask Eut, there will 
still remain some 45,000 men with 75 guns to oppose Nixon*s relieving force, a supe¬ 
riority of 15,000 men. 

This su 
proposal an 


however, be recognised 
holding a strongly 
with inferior forces 


iperiority can be reduced to 12,000 if we carry out the Secretary of State’s 
a send another brigade from India at once. It must, 
that the Turks will certainly bar the way of the relieving force by h< 
entrenched position, probably at El Sinn. It follows that our attack wi 
must be a difficult and critical operation, which may not succeed. The risk, however, 
must be taken if Townshend is to relieved at all, for he cannot hold out long enough 
to admit of the arrival of further divisions from England. We have therefore to face 
certain possibilities. 

First .—Eut e 


Secondly. 


ay fall before we are ready to attempt its relief. 
We may make the attempt and fail. 


ay 

Thirdly .—We may succeed. 
Taking the last and 


most favourable case, the troops with Townshend may be left 
out of further account for subsequent operations. No rapid advance on Baghdad will 
be possible and the Turks will have the time and the i 
losses. 


cans to reorganise and replace 


opposed by 60,000 


o. Ihe foregoing discloses a situation, which, it seems to me, requires to be put 
clearly before the Secretary of State. Yon der Goltz’s plan seems to be the organisation 
of an invasion of India by forces based on Persia, and it is apparent that so long as we 

lia we so threaten his co ’ 


bold Mesopota 


lllll 


Europe 


block his plan. 


But for this threat to be effective we must be strong enough to €_ 

and if we are much weaker than the Turks, we must expect Von der Goltz°to attain 
expel us from Mesopotamia altogether, in which case We in India will have to 
disorder within and attack from without. * 

6. It therefore appears that General Nixon’s request o£ 14th Decc 
tional divisions, which he has repeated to the Secretary of Sta 1 ©, should be regarded by 
us as a request for two divisions over and above the 6th, l2th, Lahore, Meerut, and the 
fifth Division now under discussion, or seven in all. We can supply the third brigade 
for the fifth division on the conditions suggested by the Secretary of State, but this alone 





is quite inadequate, and we should press for General Nixon’s force to be placed upon 
an equality with the Turks, and support his request for two additional divisions. 

As already recognised, however, these two divisions cannot reach the Tigris in time 
to help General Nixon to relieve Kut; their value would lie in enabling General Nixon 
to resume the offensive against Baghdad. 

7. I think therefore, that we should, in answer to the Secretary of State, point 
out: — 

(a) The gravity of Townshend’s situation and that his force (17J battalions) may 

be regarded as hors de combat , even if relieved. 

( b) That Nixon with the remainder of five divisions will be some 25,000 men 

weaker than the Turks. 

(c) That unless we are strong on the Tigris, we cannot effectively counter Von der 

Goltz’s reported project for an eastward move through Persia. 

(d) That we support Nixon’s request for two additional divisions and consider 

that these should be supplied at once in order to enable him to resume the 
offensive against Von der Goltz; we for our part to make up the fifth divi¬ 
sion as proposed by the Secretary of State. 

(e) We presume the 12 garrison, or newly, formed battalions, referred to by the 

v Secretary of State would be in addition to the four already en route or 

under orders. In any case they should be fully armed and equipped since 
we are at the end of our possibilities in this direction. 

A draft telegram to the Secretary of State is attached. 


Analysis of strengths given in the note to His Excellency the Viceroy , dated 16th 

December 1915. 


All references are to paragraphs in the note. 

Paragraph 2 .—The Secretary, War Office, in his telegram of 9th December 1915, 
pointed out that the strength of a particular Turkish Battalion the 142nd was given at 
over 900, this tended to confirm the view of the War Office that the intelligence of 
Force “ D ” had for some time been under-estimating the strength of the Turkish divi¬ 
sions opposed to them. 

'A Turkish battalion on war establishment is supposed to number 1,085, but in 
practice it has been found that 900 is nearer the mark, and the War Office have pointed 
out that in the Dardanelles the Turks kept their units up to establishment. 

The latest order of battle from Egypt shews the Turkish divisions as containing 
nine battalions, totalling 8,000 to 9,000 rifles; approximately; a confirmation of the 
above. 

The divisions located at and below Baghdad are: 35th, 38th, 45th, 51st and 5th 
composite. 

Those believed to be en route are: 26th, 36th, and 17th. 


Beach. 


been in Mesopotamia* since the beginning of the 
war at the time of Shaita thev totalled 15.000 


The 35th Division had 6 battalions, 38th Division 
id 8 battalions, only left. 


Ctesiphon notwithstanding their losses 


war at the time of Shaita they totalled 15,000 
men. They have since suffered severe losses, 
a, 38th Division which, latterly, the Turks have succeeded in 

making good, for we hear that whereas these 
000 strong each at Kutnal-Amarah, they were 5,000 to 6,000 
nsr their losses at Eut. 


The remaining divisions are eithei 

The 45th and 51st Divisions at Ctesiphon had 
soh 9 battalions (Bastow.) The onlv battalion of 
hiob we have certain details is the 2* 142nd of the 
5 th Division. U» field state was oaptured on the 
attle field and showed a strength of 946 (Nixon), 
t Report by Marsh and aooepted by Mixon in his 
-freoeived to-day). 


new formations or else transfers from other 
theatres, and in all cases they have had months 
in which to recruit and reorganise. This cer¬ 
tainly indicates that the strength per divi¬ 
sion was not less than 7,500 combatants. 
Khalil Bey’s force, composed of the 51st and 
6th Composite, is reported as 16,000t strong. 

fprudent to calculate the divisional strength at 


we 


For these reasons it would appear yrfprudent to calculate the divisional strength at 
7,W0 which, multiplied by eight divisions, gives an aggregate of 60,000. 

As regards guns; Egypt allots 26 guns of different kinds to a division, but so far we 
have only allowed 12, so that, in guns, it is quite possible we are below the mark. 

General Nixon in a recent telegram combats the War Office suggestion that he has 
under-estimated the 38th and 38th divisions, and this is a natural attitude on the part 
of the Intelligence, but from our point of view we would be running a very great risk 

if we did not accept the views of the War 
$ Sm also mmtartion of jpboner. Office, corroborated}: as they are by reports 

Dy. No. 808 U. from Egypt and -bv estimates from, Russian 

.oeafa at Ramadan and Ranh’s reports and either accepted Nixon’s underestimate or 

5KS W JKX HSL as regards division, on it. 


Paragraph 3. —A$ regards British strength, the present disposition of Force, “ D 99 
is: — 

In Eut 8,500 effectives; 32 guns. 

Concentrating near Ali-al-GharbL and Amarah; 6th cavalry brigade and nine 
battalions, which, though given in round numbers as 9,000 may possibly not exceed 
8,500 effectives with 19 guns. 

Now arriving at Basrah; the remainder of the Meerut Division, and the 34th 
Brigade. 

Due to arrive; the Lahore Division. 

Distributed on the lines of communications and at Nasiriyah; the remainder of the 
12th Division, plus some of the 34th Brigade, which, General Nixon has reported, he is 
sending up the Euphrates. 

Omitting the troops on the line of communications and at Nasiriyah, there will 
remain the balance of the Meerut Division, the whole of the Lahore Division, and such 
of the 34th Brigade as General Nixon does not send to Nasiriyah, to reinforce the troops 


now at Ali 


ay in fact prove 


l 7' 

arbi and there be disposable for the relief of Eut. 

An Indian division can put 10,000 rifles into the field, plus 526 sabres and 250 
sappers, so that the additional strength on this score will amount to 18,500 from the 
Meerut and Lahore Divisions, which, added to the 9,000 now at Ali-al-Gharbi total 
27,500 and to this figure can be added such of the 34th Brigade as General Nixon does 
not send to Nasiriyah; so that the figure, 30,000, which has been taken 
to be an optimistic one. 

As regards guns; 66 accompany the Lahore and Meerut Divisions and 19, which 
include three post gund, are already there. 

Paragraph 4 .—Taking the total Turkish strength at 60,000 with 100 guns. Deduct¬ 
ing from this, 12,000 men with 25 guns to contain Eut, and allowing some 3,000 men as 
a garrison for Baghdad, there remain 45,000 Turks with 75 guns who might be employed 
to oppose Nixon’s relieving force of 30,000; the Turkish superiority being 15,000. 

The 36th Brigade now under orders will increase Nixon’s force by 3,000 rifles and 
so reduce the Turkish superiority to 12,000. 

Paragraph 7*—This considers the situation after Kut has been relieved, or has 
fallen. 

In either case Townshend’s force is«reckoned as hors de combat t . 

This releases the whole of the Turkish force of 60,000 to deal with Nixon’s 30,000. 
Assuming casualties to have been equal on either side, and that the garrison of Baghdad 
is still maintained, the Turkish superiority in this case will be at least 25,000. 


His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 


Eirkpatri ce ,— 17 -1215. 
D. M. O. 


■j 


Your Excellency,—The following information will assi 
whether two additional divisions should be sent to Force “ D. 


► M 


discussion 


tf 


(a) From the notes by Captain Bastow, attached, it will be seen that whereas in 

the earlier stages of the Mesopotamian Campaign the Turks-were unable 
to bring their battalions into the field at a greater strength of from 500 to 
600; now their organisation seems to have improved to an extent which 
. enables the old divisions, the 35th and 38th, to have a battalion strength 
of about 700, establishment being 900. 


The six reinforcing divisions, judging fro 
lishment, i.e., about 7,500 combatants. 


the above will arrive nearly up to estab* 


ber of guns is not certain but it is not safe to take it at lest 
sion, which would bring the total number of enemy guns in Mesopota: 
100. ^ 

- The aggregate Turkish forces will thus be eight divisions = 60.000 

nus Arabs and 


100 guns, p 


Irregulars 


(6) 


The Minister, Tehran’s tele 


gram No. 531-F. of the 15th instant, states that 
Yon der Goltz will shortly move with 30,000 troops to Eermanshah, and 
that his plans had been laid for the yearly Spring Dut have had now to be 
hastened in consequence on the Russian advance to Eermanshah. 

Before Von der Goltz can carry out an operation of this kind he must either place 
Force “D ” in Mesopotamia out of action or else he will be obliged to rely on the 

nrat70nfin» l?nrna ^ li*Am In'nn ni 1... __ 1 Jj 


D " in 

Spring floods at Bag 

In the former of these alternatives Force u D 99 
In the second of these alternatives every man we can 


ad preventing Force “ D ” from striking 

requires every 


lllf I 


will be required 


unications. 
an we can give it. 



eatre. 



in order to co-operate with the Russians in dealing with the Persian situation, which 
will arise in the event of a Turkish army entering Persia, with the ostensible objective 
of India. 

2. Telegram No. Ill—09, Cipher, from the War Office, indicates how much atten¬ 
tion Mesopotamia is now attracting in Germany and appears to confirm the belief that 
Yon der Goltz’s plan is seriously meant, and in that case the most effective counter stroke 
at this stage of the campaign is to develop as much strength on the Tigris as to prevent 
his movement eastward. 1 

On the other hand, should Yon der Goltz’s intention be merely to raise Persia and 
to trust to Afghanistan following suit against us, then his next step might be to return 
with all available troops to Mesopotamia in order tq defeat Force “ D,” and in this case 
too every man we can spare will be required to prevent Force “ D ” being expelled from 
the Tigris and Euphrates Valley. 

3. It will be remembered that War Office yesterday warned us that the Turkish 
Government proposed to recruit an additional 500,000 men to be armed and equipped by 
Germany. In this.case and in view of the fact that the campaign in the Balkan Penin¬ 
sula is at present developing favourably to the enemy, the Turkish forces which will be 
available to be sent to Mesopotamia will only be limited by the supply capacity of their 
communications. 

Sir W. Willcock’s letter, together with a short note on the floods, is attached, from 
which it will be seen that a change in the course of the Tigris is a quite possible even¬ 
tuality. This again might cause an increased demand for troops. 

P. Lake,— 17-12-15. 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 


Seen by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and returned. 

NOTES BY CAPTAIN BASTOW, YORKSHIRE REGIMENT, WHO WAS 
PRESENT AT THE BATTLE OF CTESIPHON ON NOVEMBER 22nd 1915. 


New Divisions. —The two new Turkish Divisions, 46th and 61st, each consisted of 
nine battalions of 800 men each, i.e., 7,200 men. The men were Anatolian Turks, 
excellently equipped and armed with Mauser rifles. They used pointed bullets. Prison¬ 
ers taken were surely and difficult to extract information from. They fought exceed¬ 
ingly well, as evidenced by the numbers of their killed found in trenches. 

Old Divisions. —The 35th and 38th Divisions which were estimated to have a 
strength at Sinn on September 28th of about 4,000 each were at Ctesiphcn 5,000 to 6,000 
strong. { 

The enemy’s total strength at Ctesiphon was thus about 25,000 infantry. To this 
must be added 1,600 regular cavalry and 1,600 men on camels, two men to a camel. 

Grand total 28,000. 

It was estimated that the enemy had in action 48 guns, of which eight were heavy. 

The enemy’s artillery fire was very accurate/ 

Enemy Commanders. —According to Arab reports Khalil Bey was ill at Baghdad 
before the battle, but came to Ctesiphon and took command during the battle. It seems 
possible that this change of command accounted for the enemy taking the offensive after 
their retirement to Dialah. This offensive began on the afternoon of November 22nd 
and became more marked on the afternoon and night of the 23rd. 

Night Attack. —On the night of November 23rd—24th the enemy attacked with 
great vigour along the entire front of their old first position. Some of the enemy even 
penetrated our trenches, the remainder building up a firing line about 400 yards from 
our trenches, where they entrenched themselves. An attempt to advance from this posi¬ 
tion was made by the enemy at 2 A.M., but by 4 a.m. had been beaten off. By day-light 
the enemy had retired all along their line. 

Nature of ground, at Kut-al-Amarah. 

The ground is well adapted for digging, being light clay. The Turkish trenches at 
Sinn were in some cases Quite eight feet deep, but there was no water in them when 
captured by our troops. The left bank of the river near Kut-al-Amarah is 20 feet above 
the water level of the rivet. 

• j 

From Viceroy (A. D.) to S. of S., No. H.-9883, dated 18th December 1915. j)y jj 0 

Regarding Diary No. 30446 , accepts offer of 12 garrison battalions and will send 26th 31168. 

Brigade from India to complete a fifth Division. 


19 C. 0 . a 


Dy. No. 
31259. 


Dy. No. 
31312. 


Dy. No. 
31483. 


Dy. No. 
i 31491. 


Dy. No. 

31565. 


Fhom S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3217, dated 18tii December 1915 

(ADDRESSED NIXON). 

Regarding action of Russians and their co-operation . 


From G. 0. C. “ D,” No. 131—64-0, dated 19th December 1915 

Distribution of troops beyond Qumah. 


t 

From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3226, dated 20th December 1915. 

Can we enlighten him as to Nixon's plans . Most urgent matters appear to he (a) relie 

of Townshend , (b) protection of position in Karun site. 

To Q. 0. 0. " D,” No. 31491, dated 21st December 1915. 

Repeats above telegram from S. of S. (Dy. No. 31483), Reply to he sent to C. O . S. 


From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3221, dated 20th December 1915. 

Will try to arrange , vide our No. S.-31158 and will cable result. 

# 

Tour Excellency. 

General Nixon’s telegram No. I. G.-1784 of the 18th December (Dy. No. 31219), 
requires the following considerations to be borne in mind when assessing its value. 

Prior to the action at Ctesiphon the Turkish forces in that vicinity were estimated 

• And quite poeeibly 12,000 with camelry and to be at least 9,500* strong, with 30 guns COin- 
oavalry. * posed of the 35th and 38th Divisions. 

(t) After the battle of Ctesiphon General Nixon reported originally that two addi¬ 
tional divisions had reinforced the Turks, the 45th and 51st, though there have since 
been doubts raised as to whether the whole of the 51st were present, or only half. 

When a doubt of this kind exists it is safer to assume that the whole division was 
present. 

The 45th and 51st, being two new divisions, it may be presumed that they were at 
full strength (and this seems to have 
and may be taken at 8,000 each, making 
which agrees with Captain Bastow’s statement. 

(it) General Nixon’s estimate of 6,000 Turkish casualties, including his prisoners, 
is probably excessive, in view of the fact that we, the attackers, had casualties of 4,300, 
and it is improbable that the defenders’ casualties would have exceeded that number, 
however, assuming 6,000 as casualties on that date, the subsequent casualties appear to 
have been 


i been proved by a state found on the battle-field) 
ing a total strength present at Ctesiphon of 25,500 


December let 


Night of Dsoemhtt 19th—18th 


1,800 

1,000 


125,500 
8,800 

17,000 


o 8,600, which leaves 17,000t 
accounted for, on General Ni 

i ng. 


000 it seems quit* likplv that at least 10.000 to 12.000 
s at Kut-al-A; 


Townshend’s forces at Kut-al-Amarah; the remainder may be in Baghdad or on 
the river between Baghdad and Kut, probably immobile for want of transport as reported 

" the 26tn 


by General Nixon in his telegram of 


November (Dy. No. 28728). 


(iv) It may be observed that General Nixon in his deductions, takes value for two 
uncertain quantities. 

(a) Desertions in the Arab Divisions; 


(*) 




troops from Baghdad towards Persia; for in this case not only 


would it be unsound for 


e Turks to use troops in the Baghdad region 

the same lack of transport 


except against Townshend, but also 
dts their efforts against Townshend prevents their movement fro 
eastward into Persia. r 

G. M. Kirkpatrick, —20-12-15. 

D.M.O . 
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His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 


Thanks. 


B. D[uff],— 21-12-15 


From G. 0. C. “ D,” No. 1008—196-0, dated 22nd December 1916 

Reply to Dy. No. 34491, giving his intentions. 


From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3232, dated 24th December 1915. 

Protection of oil-fields most important for manufacture of high explosives. Asks for 

early answer to his 3226 of 20th December. 


From G. 0. C. 


a 


1008—206-0, dated 26th December 


No. 3226 of the 20th 


Intends Aylmer to advance to relief of Kut first week in January , when he should have 

concentrated 23 battalions, 46 guns and 1,400 sabres at Ali-al-Gharbi . 

To G. 0. C. “ D,” No. S.-32248, dated 27th December 1915. 

Asks how much oil has been exported during last six months and since we occupied 

Basrah, to meet admiralty and other demands . 

Tour Excellency, 

General Nixon’s reply to the Secretary of State’s telegram 
December, has been received. 

It appears to disclose that, while General Nixon, is emphatic that the relief of 
Townshend is his first objective, yet apprehensions for the safety of his detachment at 
Nasiriyah, lest a Turkish advance down the Euphrates should overwhelm that detach¬ 
ment and then threaten Basrah, is the reason for his action in diverting reinforcements 
from the Tigris to reinforce Nasiriyah. 

Of course General Nixon must be the best judge of the dispositions necessitated by 
local information, but so far as he has reported to us, there is no sign of the Turkish 
movement down the Euphrates which he refers to in paragraph 2 of his telegram under 
disposal. 

Ajaimi has been in the neighbourhood of Samawah so far as we know, since our 
occupation of Nasiriyah, and that is the locality now reported as 50 miles above 
Nasiriyah. 

With regard to the Shatt-al-Hai, so long as we hold Kut-al-Amarah it is not clear 
how the Turks can use the Shatt-al-Hai as a line of approach to Basrah. 

Nor do we believe that with Arab Intelligence always open to them, and their know¬ 
ledge of the carrying capacity of the Tigris and Euphrates, there is anything in General 
Nixon’s argument that the reinforcements to Nasiriyah will deceive the enemy as to the 
real direction of our concentration. 


On the other hand Nixon’s action is 


uite likely to encourage the enemy in spread- 

still 
way 



ing false reports of an advance down the Euphrates in the hopes of inducing him 
further to divert troops from his main objective—Townshend’s force—and in this 


to dictate his strategy to General Nixon. 

2. As regards the Karun line, it has several times been pointed out that so long as 
we are strong on the Tigris above Amarah, we thereby secure the oil-fields, and impress 
the Bakhtiari with the sense of our military superiority; and it was understood that, 
when General Nixon asked for the sixth and seventh divisions, he realised that ftie 
strongest argument to support his request was that of unquestioned and decisive supe¬ 
riority on the Tigris. 

If it is to be understood that he proposes to employ any considerable portion of these 
two divisions—should he get them—on the Earun line, then he will very much weaken 
the position which Your Excellency has taken up in supporting the request; for the 
only sound strategical reason which could be submitted to the War Council for the des¬ 
patch of two more divisions from the main theatre of the war, is to render Force " D ”• 
so strong on the Tigris that—in co-operation with the Russians—the move of the 
German-Turkish forces on Basrah and eastward through Persia is held in check if the 
enemy forces themselves be not defeated. 


3. It is therefore recommended that, in now transmitting General Nixon’s report to 
the Secretary of State, we should comment upon it in the sense of the above. Draft for 
your approval is submitted. 

P. Lake, —24-12-15. 


i 


Dy. No. 
31722. 

Dy. No. 
32048. 


Dy. No. 

32212. 

Dy. No. 
32248. 







\ 


Dy. No. 

32299. 


Hia Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 


Draft approved as altered. Viceroy should see before deapatoh 


Secretary. 


B. D[uff],— 24-12-15. 

% 

G. M. Kirkpatrick, —24-12-15 

D. M. O. 


Submitted for the approval of Hia Excellency the Viceroy. 

B. Holloway,—24-12-15. 

Military Secretary to Viceroy. 


I have changed one word. 

This telegram should issue from Gwalior. 


H[ardinge], —25-12-15 


Telegram No. 


, dated 25th December 1915, to the S. of S. for India. 


Dy. No. 

32580. 


From G. 0. C. “D,” No. 1008—220-0, dated 29ni December 1915. 

Has any decision been arrived at regarding reinforcement of Force “ D ” by a sixth and 

seventh Division. Necessary to form a reserve in hand of G. O. C. 


Dy. No. 

32673. 


Dy. No 

32674. 

Dy. No, 

32682. 


Dy. No. 

32796. 


dated 29th December 


Regarding Dy. No. 31158, War Office will begin sending out 12 <jarrison battalions next 


, ga 

week. War Committee recommend Nixon should stay on defensive after relieving 
Kut. Two additional Divisions cannot be sent. 


Dy. No; 

32809. 


From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3238, dated 29th December 1915. 
Regarding Dy. No. 32291, agrees with our views regarding Nasiriyah. 

To G. O. C. “ D,” No. 32682, dated 30th December 1915. 

Repeats to Nixon, War Committee's instructions, vide Dy. No. 32673 above 

From S. of S. to Viceroy (A. D.), No. 3239, dated 30th December 1915. 

\mmunieation with Grand Duke , General Nixon to confine himself solely to i\ 
gence . To refer to Government of India on questions of policy and strategy . 


To G. O. C. 


a 


December 


Repeats Dy. 32796. 


Dy. No. 
32895. 


From S. of S. to Viceroy (Private), No. 2210, dated 29th December 1915. 

’ • I * A ' ! / ; } J fj ll 

Ifegarding Dy. No. 32673 , explains reasons for not adding 2 more Divisions to Force 
“ D, hut asks Viceroy to communicate his views freely if he dissents from views 
and recommendations of War Committee. 

Your Excellency, 

In his telegram No. S.-3237, dated 29th December 1915, the Secretary of State com* 
municated the instructions which the War Committee recommended should now be given 
to General Nixon. These instructions, which have already been wired to Sir John 
Nixon, are: 

(a) That no hope can be held out, under existing conditions, that two additional 

divisions can be spared, 



(b) That, after relieving General Townshend, General Nixon’s policy should be 

to act on the defensive. 1 

(c) That positions should at once be prepaied on the communications at Qumah 

ana in the Shaiba area in case a withdrawal from Kut should become 
necessary. General Nixon will be in the best position to decide whether 
Eut should be held or whether a retirement to Amarah or Qurnah is advis¬ 
able. 

2. In his private telegram of 29th December to His Excellency the Viceroy, the 
Secretary of State states that the War Committee, on the advice of the General Staff and 
“ subject to revision if circumstances change,” adopted the following conclusions: — 

(<) France and Flanders are the main theatres of war, from the point of view of 
the Empire. 

(u) Every effort must be made to concentrate the maximum strength there for 

the correlated operations of all the Allies at the proper time. 

(Hi) An adequate force must be maintained in Egypt for its defence. 

(iv) The mission of the force now employed in Mesopotamia must be of a 

defensive nature. 

(r) For the present for the defence of India the existing garrison, reinforced by 

12 more garrison battalions, must be relied on. 

The Secretary of State concurs in these conclusions, but asks that if His Excellency 
the Viceroy’s knowledge of local circumstances causes him to dissent, he will of course 
communicate his views freely. 

3. This is the first time upon which the role of Force n D” has been defined in 
relation to Imperial strategy by the War Committee, and it now remains to consider the 
effect of this role on the general situation in Mesopotamia and Persia. • 

If the reports of Turkish reinforcements prove correct, then General Nixon may, 
by the middle or end of January, be opposed by 60,000 Turks, i.e., eight divisions with 
100 guns, based on Baghdad, but badly off for river transport. 

Against this force, and on the assumption that Kut is successfully relieved by then, 
he will have in the field; 

On the Tigris — 

Cavalry Brigade; 

Lahore Division; 

Meerut Division; 

35th and 36th Brigades; 

Part of 12th Division; 

6th Division and portion of 12th Division resting; 

On the Euphrates — 

34th Brigade; and 2\ battalions of the 12th Brigade; 

5 squadrons, and 18 guns; 

On the Karun — v 

3 squadrons; \ 

J battalion ; 

totalling 46,000 rifles, 3,500 sabres, and 152 guns. 

He will be supported by gun boats and should have sufficient river transport before 
the low river to transfer force with greater speed than in the past. 

e 

4. A defensive policy implies waiting on the enemy commander’s plan. It has 
already been reported that Von der Goltz has declared his mission to be the expulsion of 
the British from Mesopotamia; and in any case it seems clear that the first Turkish 
objective will be the capture of Kut-al-Amarah in order 

(а) to open the Shatt-al-Hai for a movement on Basrah vid Nasiriyah; 

(б) to remove the menace to Baghdad and all their communications eastwards, 

which follows upon the pressure of a strong British force at Eut. 

Until therefore General Aylmer’s operations for the relief of Kut-al-Amarah 
develop, it seems premature to discuss General Nixon’s further plans; all that need be 
said is that a defensive policy need not forbid such offensive action as commends itself to 
79 C. G.S. * 
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SITUATION IN MESOPOTAMIA FROM THE 

ITS TALI* 


INVESTMENT OF EUT TO 


Telegram P., No. S.-29697, dated 6th December 1915. (Despatched 3-36 p.m.) 


Fro 




The Commander-in-Chief in India, Delhi, 


To—General Nixon, General Headquarters through Basrah. 

Clear the line. 

Following is Personal. 

As enemy submarines in the Mediterranean have, for several days past, 
prevented any ships leaving Marseilles, I greatly fear there will be delay in 

the reinforcing divisions to Basrah, but I am urging on both India 
ffice and War Office, the vital necessity of getting them there at the earliest 
possible moment. 

As this delay will delay Townshend’s relief correspondingly, I am 
anxious as to his position at Kut. 


Record copy to G. S. (M. 0. 1.) 
Copy to M. S. C. 


The 6th December 1915. 

•* # 


Secretary , 


War Section. 


C. G. S. 

D. M. 0. 
M. S. C. 
M. 0.1. 
D. (2). 


Telegram P., No. S.-29760, dated 6th December 1915. (Despatched 3-55 p.m.) 


Fro 


The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi, 


To—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D.” 


Clear the line. 

Kindly telegraph, under the following categories what Townshend has 
at Kut:— 

1. Guns. 

2. Small arms and gun ammunition. 

3. Animals. 

4. Number of days fodder for animals and supplies for men. This refers 

• Dy. No. a—29346. to your 129—259-1* of December 4th. 


Record copy to G. S., (M. 0. 2). 

Copy to M. S. C., D. G. O., Q. M. G., G. S., (M. O. 1, M. 0. 3). 


The 6th December 1915. 


Secretary, 
War Section. 


C. G. S 

D. M. O. 
M. S. C. 
M. 0. 1. 
M. 0. 2. 


M. O. 3 (2). 
D. G. 0. (2). 
Q. M. G. (2). 

D. (2). 

to c. o. a 



Dy. No. 
29697. 


Dy. No. 
29700. 


Dy. No. 
29713; • 


Dy. No. 

29754. 


Telegra 


dated 




ber 1915. (Despatched 7-10 p.m.) 


From—The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi, 

To—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D.' 


M. 83. 


The following is preli 

• Dy. No. S—29649. 


inary plan of operations of Russian Expedi¬ 
tionary Force in Persia reported* on 
December 5th by Marsh. 

On December 3rd, 2 Cossack Field Batteries and a mining battalion were 
expected at Kasvin by General Baratoff. He intended on 4th December, if 
the batteries arrived, to despatch one detachment to Lalakan, an important 
road junction 65 miles South-West of Tehran and another detachment to 
Yangi Imam 40 miles North-West of Tehran his main body meanwhile moving 
an Hamadan where he would reinstate the British and Russian Consuls. 

upied by detachment at Yangi 
The main body will occupy Kirmanshah, after securing the above 
objections while Qura will be occupied by the Lalakan detachment. 

One Cossack Cavalry Regiment has arrived at Nahband (44 miles South- 
West of Kasvin) and it reports that the Hamadan road 10 miles South-West 
of Nahband is barred by 4,000 miscellaneous enemy. 

With the exception of those given above Marsh has given us no dates of 

Russian movement; this refers to your 

wire of December 4th, No. I. G.-1702.t 


Tehran could, if and when necessary, be occ 
Ima 


t Dy. No. S.—29653. 


Record copy to G. S. (M. O. 3). 


The 6th December 1915. 


w. H. CONDON, 

Secretary, 
War Section. 


C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. O. 3 (2). 
P. (2). 


Telegra 


P., No. I. G.-1715, dated Gtli December 1915. (Despatched 4-55 p.m 

Received 1-5 a.m. on 7th December 1915.) 


From—The General Officer Commanding Force lt D, M Basrah, 
To—The Chief of the General:Staff, Delhi. 


Clear the line. 


The following is addressed to Chief of the General Staff, and repeated 
Foreign. 

It is most desirable that early co-operation should be secured of Russian 
force reported by Marsh to be moving on Hamadan, in order to relieve 
pressure on General Townshend and enable him to maintain his position at 
Kut. Such co-operation should constitute more than a threat and to be 
effective (should be active). 

Kindly inform me if it is possible to secure this and to what extent I may 
rely on it. 

I estimate that 36th Turkish Division and 5th Composite (Division) may 
arrive from Bitlis in Baghdad by January 15th and December 25th respect¬ 
ively. I have to reckon on the possible arrival in the near future also, in 
addition to these two Divisions, of units of the 4th Army from Damascus * 
and, any troops who may be on the Euphrates line as well. 


.Working copy to G. S. (M. 0. 3). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., G. S. (M. 0.1), G. S. (M. O. 3). 

w. H. CONDON, , 

Secretary, 

War Section. 


The 7th December 1915. 


C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 
M. S. C. 
M. S. V. 
G. H. 

F. A. 

M. 0. 1. 
M. O. 2. 
M. O. 3. 
D. (2). 


Telegra 


P., No. nil, dated 6th December 1915. 

Received 9-40 a.m. on 7th December 19 


(Despatched 11-30 p.m. 
15.) 


From—General Nixon, 


To—The 


Lander-in-Chief in India. 


telegra 


• Dy. No. S.—28675 


-1 

Kindly refer to Secretary of State’s telegram of 25th November, 

No. 3156,* repeated Viceroy. I presu: 
the 9 Indian battalions from Egypt are 
portion of Lahore and Meerut Divisions and they should arrive here without 
any delay. 51st and 53rd Sikhs and 56th Rifles of Youngbusband's Brigade, 
have arrived already. 107th Pioneers have also arrived, and Leicester Regi¬ 
ment are due any minute. With the 34th and 35th Brigades and the ah9 v .e 
battalions I will have a total of 22 battalions. 

Regarding departure of troops from Marseilles am cabling Secretary 
of State for definite account. Townshend’s position is receiving my greatest 
attention and regarding it I am in continual correspondence with hi 

This refers to vour S.-29697 of 6th. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 1) 
Copy to M. S. G. 


Secretary, 
War Section 


The 7th December 1915 


C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 
M. S. G. 
M. 0.1. 
D. (2). 


Telegram P., No. H.-9G15, dated 6th December 1915. (Received in War Section 

on 7th December.) 

From—The Viceroy (Army Deportment), 

To—The Secretary of State for India. 

Clear the line. 


that he 


seems certain that General Townshend will be invested at Kut and 




be 


We understand that General Townshend 


Dy. No; 

^29783. 


Dy. No. 

29808.J 


• 4 

weeks rations; this would enable him to hold out for twp months approximate¬ 
ly. We are, however, asking Sir John Nixon, for definite information in 
respect of the ammunition, food and forage available at Kut. It is essential 
that Sir John Nixon should be reinforced with great rapidity as the distances 
in Mesopotamia are so great that two months is a very short period in which 
to effect the relief of Kut. 

It was stated in your telegram No. 3156,* dated 25th November 1915, 

. _ ' 0 that all units of the Meerut and Lahore 

Dt ' ° ' ~ Divisions should, by the end of Decem¬ 

ber, have arrived in Mesopotamia, so far as we are aware, only the following 
units of the divisions referred to, coming from France, have yet left 
Marseilles:— 

% 

One Brigade Royal Field Artillery. 

1st Seaforth Highlanders. 

Detachment Royal Highlanders. 

Leicestershire Regiment. 


4th Cavalry. 
107th Pioneers. 


The 


from Marseilles to Basrah is calculated to take 22 days, 


according to the memorandum of the 19th October by the combined staffs of 
the Admiralty and War Office, so that the 9th December is the latest date by 
which the units of the Meerut and Lahore Divisions should leave Marseilles 
in order to be at Basrah by the 31st December. 












e, as 


Sir John Nixon’s plans are now based on the assumption that the two divisions 

will be complete in Basrah by the 31st. 

0 

The immediate despatch of the eight battalions of Indian infantry from 
Egypt is also a matter of very great urgency. 


Sir John Nixon now asks definitely for the additional division, making 
a total of 5 divisions in all, the necessity for which was foreshadowed in 

_ „ 0 annaic our telegram, t dated 30th November 

t Dy. No. 1915, in the altered circumstances we 

regard its provision as necessary, but cannot provide it ourselves. We 
suggest the diversion to Mesopotamia of troops intended for East Africa as 
the need for them in the former theatre of operations seems to be more urgent 
than in the latter. 

In connection with the above, please refer to Sir John Nixon’s telegram 

„ a No. 129—269-1,i dated the 4th Decem- 

t Dy. No. 8.-28646. . m6 


Record copy to G. S. (M. 0.1). 

Copy to M. S. G., G. S. (M. 0. 2), (M. 0. 3). 


Secretary, 
JFar Section 


The 7th December 1915 


C. G. S. 

D. M. 0. 
M. S. C. 

M. 0.1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2) 
D. (2). 


i 


/ 


Telegram P., No. 3186, dated 6th December 1915. (Received in Army Department 
12-20 p.m. on 7th December 1916. Received on War Section on 7th December 1916.1 


’elegram 
2-20 p.m. 


on 7th December 1916. Received on War 


Dy. No 
29809. 


From—The Secretary of State for India, 
To—The Viceroy (Army Department). 


Do you propose to send 

* Dy. No. S.— 2p«46. 


General Nixon any further big guns and howit¬ 
zers from India ? ' In this connection 
please refer to Nixon’s request* for more 
guns of the classes referred to. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. 0. 2). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., G. S. (M. 0.1, M. O. 3), D. G. 0 


The 7th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. 0. 

M. S. C. 

M. 0.1. 

M. 0. 2. 

D. G. 0. (2,. 

D. (2). 


Secretary, 
War Section. 


Telegram P., No. 1008—124-0, dated 8th December 1915. (Despatched 1-30 a.m. 

Received 6-15 a.m. on 8th December 191o.) 

From—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D,” Basrah, 

To—The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi. 

Pending receipt of information from Townshend, which is now in, I had 
to delay reply to your S.-29700. 

The following are at Kut with Townshend :— 


Dy. No. 
29877. 


Guns. 


Field Artillery 

Heavy Artillery 
Volunteer Artillery 


f 4 5-inch Howitzers. 

’ ( 18 18-pounder. 

/ 4 5-inch guns. 

' ^2 (P) 4-inch guns. 

. 5 15-pounder (P) guns. 


18 pounder 
Howitzer 

5-inch ... 

€ 

4-inch 
15 pounder 

Small Arms Ammunition 


Horses . . 

Mules and Ponies . 
Bullocks 


British . 

Indian * • 

Grain and fodder . 
Fuel 

79 C, 0. S. 


Ammunition. 

x 11,200 rounds. 
f314 Shrapnel. 

• (. 947 Lyddite. 

/ 860 Shrapnel. 

• 1 832 Lyddite. 

{ 460 Shrapnel. 

521 Lyddite 
. 854 rounds. 

. 800 rounds per rifle. 

# 

Animals. 

. 1 , 000 . 

. 2 , 000 . 

100 . 

Supplies. 

{ 60 days expect (tea)P 
34 and meat 30 days. 

. 60 (P) days. 

. 30 days. 

. 21 days (but can be supplemented 


legally) 





Dy. No. 

29924. 


Dy. No. 

29992. • 


.Workin 
Copy to 


g copy to G. S. (M. O. 2). 

S. C., G. S. (M. 


The 8th December 1915. 


0.1, M. 0. 3), D. G. 0., Q. M. G 

Secretary, 
War Section 


C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. 0.1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). 
D. G. O. (2). 
Q. M. G. (2). 
D. (2). 


Telegram P., No. S.-29924, dated 8th December 1916. (Despatched at 2-5 f.m.) 


Fro: 


The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi, 


To—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D,” Basrah. 


The 72nd and 77th Heavy Batteries R. G. A. are being despatched to you. 
They are armed with four 5" B. L. Howitzers per battery. You will be 



informed later of the dates of embarkation. 


* Dy. No. S.—29648. 


This refers to your telegram of Decem¬ 
ber 4th, No. 129—259-1 * 


Record copy to G. S. (M. 0. 2). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., A. G., Q. M. G., D. M. S., D. G. 0., D. G., 
M. W., G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Secretary, 
War Section. 

The 8th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

F. A. 

M. 0.1. 

M. 0. 2. 

A. G. 

Q. M. G. (2). 

D. M. S. (2). 

D. G. O. 

D. G., M. W. 

D. (2). 


Telegram P., No. 3187, dated 7th December 1915. 
at 3-50 p.m. on 8th December 1915. Received 
1915). 


(Received in Army Department 
in War Section on 8th December 


From—The Secretary of State for India, 

To—The Viceroy (Army Department), Delhi. 




Reference your telegra 

t Dy. No. S.—26908. 


the end of the month at Basrah 


dated 6th December 1915, No. H.-9615.t The 

undermentioned troops left Marseilles 
0th to 8th December and are due before 


Royal Highlanders, three companies. 
93rd Infantry. 

9th Gurkhas. 

81st Howitzer Battery. 



The following had left previously : 
Meerut Supply and Transport Corps. 


Ordnance Depot 

The War Office have already issued orders for the immediate despatch 
of eight battallions from Egypt. 

On the 5th December 1915, the 6th Jats, 9th Bhopal infantry and 41st 
Dogras sailed, and between the 8th to 12th December, the 2nd Rajputs, and 
92nd Punjabis will sail. 

The troops named are in addition to those mentioned in your Telegra: 
quoted above. 


Working copy 
Copy to M. S. 


to G. S. (M. 0. 1). 

C., G. S. (M. 0. 2, M. 0. 3) 


The 8th December 1915. 

C. G*. S. 

D. M. O. . 

M. S. C. 


Secretary, 
War Section, 


M. 

M. 


0 . 1 . 
O. 2. 


M. O. 3 (2) 
D. (2). 


Telegram P., No. S.-29954, dated 8th December 1915. (Despatched 6 p.m.) 


Fro 


The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi, 


Dy. No 

29954. 


To—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D,” Basrah. 


My S.-29713 of 6tt December and your I. G.-1715* of same date 

• v « oohka apparently crossed. Please consider 

^ whether the desired effect is likely to be 

produced by the operations outlined in former telegram, if, and when com¬ 
pleted. Please state definitely line of action by Russians you would suggest 
if you consider even closer co-operation necessary. You realise, of course, 
that any proposals involving the approach of Russians towards Mesopotamian 
area would first have to be referred to His Majesty’s Government as such 
an approach would raise issues of high political importance. 


Record 
Copy to 


copy t 

> M S. 


to G. S. (M. O. 3). 

. V., G. S. (M. 0.1, M. O. 2). 


C.,M 



■It. A. H. ROBERTSON, 

Secretary, 
War Section 


The 8th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

• D. M. 0. 

M. S. C. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

F. A. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). 


D. (2). 


Telegra 




2997 





-85. dated 


ber 1915. (Despatched 9-15 p.m.) 


Fron 
To—The 


Staff 


Dy. No 
29974. 


cer Commanding Force “ D, M Basrah. 


M. 85. His Majesty’s Minister, Tehran, reported on 7th instant tl 
ince of Turkish troops in strength on Kirmanshah is already 


Dy. No. 
30083. 







announced 


bassador. The Minister states that it is certain 


an advance will be made, although the announcement 


be 


ppearance of Turkish troops, even if not in very considerable 
vill give the German cause a tremendous impetus, as it will prove 


that the Germans can 
Ger 


fulfil their promises. It is said that the 


plan is to avoid decisive conflict with Russian force between Hamadan 
and Kazvin; but Minister thinks that, even assuming Russian action meets 
with complete success and in consequence Germans are deserted by most of 
their armed retainers, the arrival of Turkish troops in Persia is likely to do 
far more than restore German position. . 


. Russian Minister says there are about 12,000 troops now in North Persia, 
and considering the area of their operations, our Minister does not think this 
number excessive. He states that, for instance, it is not clear that a surprise 
attack from Kum on Tehran can be prevented by the Russians, while it is 
certain that they will not be able to meet the contingency contemplated above, 
successfully, and he thinks they should be very largely reinforced. He adds 
that it is reported that the intention of the Grand Duke was to send 30,000 
troops, but there is no sign of their arrival at present. This has discouraged 
the Government from hastening on pourparlers for alliance. 


Record copy to G. S. (M. O. 3). 

R. A. H. ROBERTSON, 




The 8th December 1915. 


Secretary, 
War Section. 


C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. O. 3 (2). 
D. (2). 


Telegra 


P., No. H.-9658, dated 8th December 1915. 

on 9th December 1915.) 

The Viceroy (Army Department), Delhi, 


(Received in War Section 


Front 

To—The Secretary of State for India. 


Nos. 72 and 77 Heavy Batteries Royal Garrison Artillery are being 
to Force “D.” These two batteries are armed with four 5-inch B. L. he 


each. We 


but if any can be sent from Home they would 


heavy guns or howitzers from India, 



useful 


• Dy. No. S.—29809 


This 


is in reply to your telegram 
No. 3185* dated the 6th December 1915. 


Record copy to G. S. (M. O. 2). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., D. G. 0., G. S. (M. O.l, M. O. 3). 

Secretary , 
War Section, 

The 9th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

F. A. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). 

D. G.O. 2). . . . , 

£• ( 2 ). 
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Telegra] 


1 P., No. 3189, dated 8th (received 9th) December 1915. (Received in Army 

Department at 1 p.m.) 

From—The Secretary of State for India, 

To—The Viceroy (Army Department), Delhi. (Repeated to Sir John Nixon.) 


ou may safely depend on 
ecember. 


gypt are all despatched or about to be and 
l all Meerut Division arriving at Basrah by 


The eight battalions from E 
I think y 
end of Di 

With regard to Lahore Division, I will keep you informed, but embarka¬ 
tion of this division will probably commence albout the 11th of the present 
th. 


Il'*l« 


Troops cannot be diverted from East Africa. 

Difficulties present themselves in the question of a 5th division and until 


the matter has been investigated by the War Office it is not possible for me 


to reply on this point. 


Dy. No. S.-29808. 


This is with reference to your H.-9615,* 
dated the 6th December 1915. 


Dy. No. 
30113. 


C. G. S. 

D. M. 0. 

M. S. C. 

M. 0. 1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 
Q. M. G. (2). 


(Working copy to the G. S.) 


Telegram P., No. 


, dated 8th (received 9th) December 1915. 

Department at 1 p.m.) 


(Received in Army ])y 


From—The Secretary of State for India, 

To—The Viceroy (Army Department), Delhi. 


by 


A 


I right in presuming that the additional division urgently asked for 
Sir John Nixon is needed for the ultimate advance on Baghdad only? 


t Dy. No. 8.-29808. 


Please refer to your telegra 
9615, t dated 6th December 1915. 


No. H.- 


30114. 


C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. 0. 1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 
D. (2). 


(Working copy to the G. S.) 


Telegra 




P., No. I. G.-1724, dated 9th December 1915. 

Eeceived 7-30 p.m. on 9th December 191 


(Despatched 


1-30 p.m. 


Dy. Noi 
30151. 


The General Officer Commanding Force “ D,” Basrah, 


Front 

To—The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi. 


Clear the line. 
This telegra 




addressed to Chief of the General Staff and has been 


Secretary of State and Foreign. 

ier to prevent whole Turkish reinforcements being sent down the 
necessary that there should be the closest and speediest co-operation 


79 c. o. s. 



with the Russians. The transport' up river of reinforcements is difficult and 
lengthy, and they are arriving slowly. 

The immediate object is the defeat of the Turks in the field and unless this 
is done as quickly as possible by every means at disposal issues of high political 
importance may be more prej udically involved than by asking for co-operation 
of Russians. 

Would urge that Russians in as strong a force as possible be asked to 
march on Baghdad, by the only route which Russians state is practicable in 
winter, i.e., vid Kirmanshah and Khanikin. 

Water is reported to be plentiful and supplies abundant except between 
Hamadan and Kirmanshah. 

It is requested that I may be placed in direct communication with 
Russian forces through Marsh with a view to furthering these ends and to 
ensuring co-operation. This refers to your S.-29554 (S.-29954 ?) and M.-85— 

S.-29974. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. 0. 3). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., G. S. (M. O. 1, M. 0. 2). 

L. V. BOND, 

Secretary, 
War Section. 

The 9th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. S. V. - , 

G. H. 

F. A. 

' M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 


Dy. No. 
30171. 



Telegram P., No. H.-9687, dated 9th December 1915. (Issued at 7 p.m.) 

From—The Viceroy (Army Department), 

To—The Secretary of State for India. 

The fifth Division for Nixon is required in any case. 

This refers to your telegram* of 8th 
• Dy. No. 30014. December. 


C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. 0. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 
D. (2). 


Dy. No. 

30184. 


Telegram P., No. 3194, dated 9th December 1915. (Received in War Section on 10th 

December 1915.) 

From—The Secretary of State for India, 

To—The Viceroy (Army Department). 

# 

, M 

Clear the line. 


Situation in Mesopotamia. It is essential that full information in regard 
fo the situation in Mesopotamia should be sent us to lay before the .War 


Committee for consideration. General Nixon should be instructed to cable his 
own and General Townshend’s views in regard to:— 

1. The measures to be adopted; the feasibility of holding Kut pending 

the arrival of reinforcements or the intention to retire to some 
other selected position. Also whether a grave loss of munitions 
of war and of stores is involved in the latter course. 

2. During the passage of reinforcements or retirement are the lines 

of communication likely to be interrupted also are these lines 
threatened at present ? If so, please state what the areas are. 

3. The troops that are at Amarah at present or are en route there, as 

also those at Basrah, Kuroa, Ahwaz and Nasiriyah. 

4. The entrenched position at Kut with reference to the Tigris Shatt 

Sinn and Kut town should be indicated, also is there a boat 
bridge permitting command of both banks of the river held by us. 

5. Have we at Amarah or elsewhere on the line of communication 

accummulated munitions of war and supplies thus facilitating 
the passage of reinforcements. 

6. Are the heavy guns of the Turks superior to those of our force. 

7. Besides the “ Comet ” and “ Firefly ” have any ships, barges and 

aeroplanes been captured or destroyed by the Turks, and if so, 
please state numbers. The enemy boats of numerous captures. 

8. Any additional matters such as number of steamers and flats 

available for transporting troops, state of river and weather, 
temper of population, health of troops, which would elucidate 
the situation. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. 0. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., G. S. (M. 0.2, M. 0. 3). 

Secretary, 
War Section. 

The 18th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 


am P., No. S.-30311, dated 11th December 1{ 

From—The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi, 
To—The General Officer Commanding Force 


(Despatched at 5-6 r .it.) 


Dy. No 
30311. 


The reply you send to the Secretary of State with reference to his tele¬ 
gram No. 3194* of 9th instant should 
* " 30184 ‘ please be repeated to me. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. 0. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C. 

Secretary, 
War Section. 

The 11th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M.0.1. ... 

D. (2). 





Dy. No; 
30373, 


Telegram P., No. 1008-149-0, dated 11th December 1915. (Despatched 12-40 p.m. 

Received 0-40 a.m. on 12th December 1916.) 

From—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D," Basrah, 

To—The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi. 

Clear Line. 

1. Townshend and I exchanged views regarding and fully considered the 
question of abandoning Kut-al-Amarah. 


Fro: 


every standpoint political and military it was decided that a with¬ 
drawal from Kut was not advisable, nor 
even possible in view of the condition of 
there. Please refer 


S.-2964H. 


the troops when they arrived 


to 


No. 129—259-1,* dated December 5th as regards this point. 
Grave loss of 


iy telegram 



telegra: 


unitions of war and stores would have been entailed by 

the abandonment of Kut. Townshend 
is virtually surrounded, so there is no 
question of any withdrawal—please see 
is 129—263-1,t of December 8th and 129—264-If of December 


f S.-30023. 
t S.-3O190. 


munications downstream of 


2. There is now no threat against our co 
’Ali-al-Gharbi. 

So long as Townshend stays at KuLal-Amarah notorious threat against 
them is anticipated. 

At ’Ali-al-Gharbi, there is a strong post of ours, and reinforcements 
continue to be pushed up the river. 

Alarmist rumours, no doubt greatly exaggerated, have inevitably been 
caused by the news of our being unable to remain at Ctesiphon, by the with- 

bv the sight of so many vessels coming down th< 


drawal to Kut, and by 


e river. 


When people see our ships returning full of troops this excitement should 
cool down rapidly. 

There is always the liability that desert Arabs may threaten our com¬ 
munications with Nasiriyah by the right bank of the Euphrates, and, should 
we retire from Kut, the Arabs from the Shatt-al-Hai would come in on the 
left bank. 

3. On December 11th the distribution of our troops was as follows : 

’Amarah Infantry 4£ battalions. 

Artillery 15-pr. post gun, 2 mountain guns, 2 four inch guns. 

’Ali-al-Gharbi Infantry 4£ battalions. • 

Cavalry 13 weak squadrons. 

Artillery 6 guns, with 4 guns F. A. (15-pr.). 

- 2 guns Mountain Artillery 1 post gun (15-pr.). 

Line of communications: 

’Amarah to Qurnah. 

Infantry 3 Companies. 

Sappers and Miners 3 sections. 


Qurnah. 

Infantry 1 Company. 

Qurnah to Nasiriyah. 
Infantry 1 Company. 

Nasiriyah . 

Cavalry 1 squadron. 

Infantry 3£ battalions. 

Sappers and Miners 1 section. 

Artillery 6 mountain guns, 4 post guns (15-pr.). 



Qumah to Basrah. 

* 

Pioneers 1 battalion. 

Basrah. 

Cavalry 1 Regiment (under orders for ’Amarah). 

2 Squadrons (under orders for Nasiriyah). 

Artillery 1 battery R. F. A. (4 15-pr.) (under orders for’Nasiriyah). 
2 guns Mountain Artillery. 

Sappers and Miners 1 company (under orders for ’Amarah). 

Base depots, 3 companies and 2,000 details. 


„ Bandi-Qir and Ahwaz. 


Infantry h battalion. ' 

Cavalry 3 squadrons. 

On their arrival reinforcements are being pushed up both the Euphrates 
and Tigris lines by land and water. The reinforcement of Nasiriyah is 
essential. v 

The Euphrates line and Shatt-al-Hai would be laid open by its abandon¬ 
ment, and my left flank exposed to an advance by the Turks on Basrah. 

A sign of support is needed by the tribes in tlie neighbourhood of 
Nasiriyah, who are at present, however, well disposed. 

4. At Kut the entrenched camp is situated on the left bank of the Tigris 
across the rock. The right rests on the defensive post, which is 1,400 yards 
upstream of the bridge of boats (Sheet 2H. square D, 2) the left is at the letter 
F. in Gharaf. 


It extends northward from Kut town 3,200 yards and its breadth is 1,700 
yards roughly. 

Except for the west at present the enemy surround it on all sides, lye have 
had to destroy the bridge of boats which had been brought from the position 
shown on the map and placed east of Kut. The village on the right bank 
opposite Kut is occupied by two battalions with which communication is kept 
up by the “ Sumana ” and barge. 

Seven miles north-east in a direct line is Sinn. To be continued. 


Sent to Secretary of State, London, repeated Chief of the General 
Delhi. 



Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., G. S. (M. 0. 2), G. S. (M. 0. 3). 

Secretary, 
War Section. 

The 12th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

JF. a. 

M. 0.1. 

M. 0. (2). 

M. 0. 3 (2). 

D.(2). 

79 C. 0. S. 





Dy. No. Telegram P., No. 1005—155-0, dated 12th December 1915. (Despatched 1-45 p.m. 

• & 0372. Received 10-30 p.m.) 

%> 

From—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D,” Basrah, 

To—The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi. 

4 

< (Dy. No. S037S continued.) 

• • 

Clear the line. ' ' 

5. Yes, in order to form a reserve to meet the requirements of the addi¬ 
tional divisions, which will be concentrated up the river very shortly, stocks 
of munitions of war and supplies accumulated at Amarah are now being built 
up with the utmost despatch. In order to enable a force to operate from 
Nasiriyah steps are also being taken to build up a reserve there. At Ali 
Gharbi, additional advance depots of both ordnance and supply are being 
established in order that a rapid advance may be facilitated. 

6. Four 10 5 centimetre guns are reported to be in the possession of the 
Turks. These are said to be superior to our 5 inch both as regards range and 
rapidity. 

7. The Senior Naval Officer has already reported to the Admiralty the 
loss of the Shaitah, which had to be abandoned owing to her springing a leak. 
The Shaitah had all her guns removed. The Comet and Firefly had their 
engines and guns, disabled. 

A report has already been made that beforif and during the battle of 
Ctesiphon three aeroplanes were missing. On account of the lack of spores 
these machines, i.e., one Nartinsyde and two B. I., which are now in Kut, are 
unable to fly. 

A report has been made that six barges are missing, some of which con¬ 
tained Aviation and supply and transport stores; others 13 pounder ammuni¬ 
tion and some small arm ammunition; and one some sick men, who were 
unable to march together with a few wounded. 

Bridge pontoons, two L. class launches, and one motor launch belonging 
to Aeroplane flight were also lost. 

8. During the past three weeks the troops have been very highly tried. 
General Townshend is convinced that when he is relieved there should not be 
more than three hundred in hospital but now there are eight hundred. ’ 

As regards climate it is now cold but healthy. 

During the 7th’and 8th of December the casualties were 18. On Decem¬ 
ber the 9th they were 199. 

In Kut the total force is approximately 9,000. The temper of the popu¬ 
lation, is entirely dependent on our success or the reverse. What is bound to 
tell in our favour is the news that reinforcements are constantly arriving and 
being pushed up the river. 

At present the Tigris is low but shortly it is expected to rise and this will 

facilitate navigation. 

* 4 • 

Between Kurnah and Chahbaish and also between Hakikah and Nasiriyah 
the Euphrates is navigable for all craft. At present our three small stern 
wheelers and country boats only can pass across the Hammar lake. It is 
unlikely that it will be passable for other craft until March (or possibly 
earlier) whpn the floods commence. The water was generally abnormally high 
last year. The same conditions will not prevail this year according to present 
indications. 

The navigability of the Shatt-al-Hai by steamers will accordingly be 
affected and cannot be relied on this season. 

At present we have three tugs and thirteen river steamers, such of which 
is capable of towing two barges. We also have 12 other vessels whose towing 
power is less; those are used for port and local work. We also possess 49 
barges of varying capacity and sizes; among these are included three com¬ 
bined oil and coal barges and three oil tanks. Of the steamers mentioned 
above two now require extensive overhaul and are very old. 


As soon as other barges which have been asked for arrive many of tho 
existing barges will require extensive repairs. 

Taken as a whole each steamer with two barges can carry a four gun 
battery or a battalion of infantry,; whereas a cavalry regiment plus its first 
line transport requires three steamers and six barges. 

Six steamers, three stern wheelers, eight tugs, and 43 barges are now 
under order in England, while India are now endeavouring to supply 17, five 
stern wheelers, 64 barges and 10 tugs. 

Six barges have been abandoned, as mentioned above, during the recent 
operations, so far as we have been able to ascertain up to date. 

9. General Summary .—The situation is grave. It is impossible to fore¬ 
cast developments until I know how soon sufficient troops can be concentrated 
at Ali Gharbi, and I hope Sheikh Sa ’Ad, with which an advance can be com¬ 
menced by General Aylmer. 

I have no definite news even now regarding departures from Egypt 
except in the case of three units, nor do I know of the order in which units will 
arrive. I have telegraphed asking for an immediate report. 

The lack of adequate river transport is more acute than ever. Since July 
last one ship promised from India at the end of December is the nett result 
of my demand in this direction. From the middle of January onwards it is 
hoped that a further supply will be forthcoming. « 

The attitude of Persia cannot be overlooked as a general question of com¬ 
munications. There is no cause for anxiety so long as the present benevolent 
neutrality is 'maintained. 

Pusht-i-Kuh’s attitude is doubtful. Signs are at present inoperative (?) 
but any concentrated hostile action on the latter’s part would be a menace to 
my communications both on the Karum and Tigris. 

The fact that the 6th Division is war-worn after continuous compaign-= 
ing cannot be disguised, and the effect of recent heavy losses both in officers 
and men has produced the inevitable result which renders it desirable that it 
should be employed on lines of communication when it is relieved rather than 
at the front. General Townshend can be depended upon to do all that is 
humanely possible to instil his own wonderful spirits in those around him. 

Repeated to the Chief of the General Staff for His Excellency the 
Viceroy s information and addressed Secretary of State. 

Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., G. S. (M. 0. 2, M. 0. 3). 

* Secretary, 

War Section. 

The 13th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. 0. 

M. S. C. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

F. A. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. . 

M. O. 3 (2). 

P- (2). 


« 



Dy. No. Telegram P., No. 10942-Cipher, dated llth December 1916. (Received 18th December 

Received in the War Section on 12th 


30429. 


1915 at 12-16 p.ii. 


Section 


December 1915.), 


Fro 


Secretary, War Office, London 


To—The Viceroy (Army Dep 

Reference your telegram No. 

• 8.-30083. 


(M-9658,* dated 6th December 1915). 
It is regretted that no howitzers or heavy 

be spared from the Eastern 


can be spared 
editerranean or France. 


guns 

Medi 


Record copy to G. S. (M. 0. 2). 

Copy to M. S. C., D. G. 0., G. S. (M. 0.1, M. O. 3). 


The 12th December 1915. 


C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 
M. S. C. 
M. 0. 1. 


M. O. 2 (workng copy). 
M. 0. 3 (2). 

D. G. 0. (2). 

D- (2). 



Secretary, 
War. Section. 


Dy. No. 
30432. 


Telegram P., No. Nil, dated llth December 1915. (Despatched at 1-36 r.M 


Received at 3-30 p.m. Received in the War Section on llth December 1915). 

From—Military Secretary to the Viceroy, Camp, 

To—His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. 

Addressed Secretary of State, repeated to G. 0. C. Force “ D.” 
Please see Nixon’s telegram No: I. G.-I724t December 9th. 


fS.-30131. 


To invitin 

immediate Russian advance on B 



asstiming that it is a military possibility, 
the political objections appear to be (a) it gives Russia an eventual claim m 

ignt affect our interests there, (6) this would further 
rrassing in view of guarantee to Arabs given by McMahon, (c) Russian 

bne shrines of Baghdad and eke 



tamia, which 


methods with the shjines of Baghdad and e 
odium with whole Moslem world upon us. 


where might bring serious 


The first (two) objections do not deserve much consideration I think. To 
defeat Turks and secure Baghdad for its moral and political effect must be 
our immediate object. The third objection might be met by arranging with 
Russian Government that in deference to our difficulties in India troops 
should be instructed to respect shrines and holy places. 

With force at their disposal immediate Russian advance on Mesopotamia 
would, however, appear military impossibility. Maximum effect of this force 
both on Persian situation and on Turkish aavance on Tigris would probably 
be obtained by the immediate crushing of all hostile elements between 
Kirmanshah and Tehran and effectively cutting Turkish communications with 
Tehran. 


Record copy to G. S. (M. 0. 3). 

Copy to M. S. C., G. S. (M. 0.1, M. 0. 3). 


' The 12th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 


Secretary, 
War Section. 
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Telegram P., No. 3200, dated 11th December 1915. (Received in the Army Department Djr. K<4. 
at 4 p.m. on 12th December 1916. Received in the War Section on 12th December 1916). 30445. 

From—The Secretary of State for India, 

To—The Viceroy (Army Department). 

It will be most difficult for War Office to comply wijth your request for 
5th Division for Force “ D,” in view of the pressing demands for troops in 
other theatres. Further experience shows tnat without gradual training 
under fire among older troops newly formed divisions of new armies must not 
he suddenly thrown into active operations. 

Having regard to the above I suggest that I should make the following 
proposal to the War Office:—A 5th Division to be formed in India bv detail¬ 
ing a third brigade which with the 34th and 35th Brigades and artillery and 
cavalry recently furnished by you would give a fairly complete division and 
one better suited for Asiatic warfare than a newly raised division from 
Australia or England. By incorporating in new brigade the 28th Punjabis 
from Ceylon you would only have to find one British and two Indian batta¬ 
lions. For its part the War Office to detail and despatch during the next 
three months 12 garrison or newly raised battalions for garrison duty in 
India. 

0 

This proposal offers the following advantages :— «, 

(1) It does away with the necessity for asking the War Office for a 

fully trained division which cannot be returned. 

(2) The formation of the 5th Division will be expedited. 

(3) Instead of amateur troops General Nixon will have a trained force 

accustomed to work together. 

(4) The British garrison of India will be greatly increased though the 

Indian garrison will be reduced. 


This is the best that I can do for you. All transport here fully occupied 


at present. 


Please expedite reply furnishing your views. 


• Djr. No. 8.-30171. 


gra, 

her. 


This is with reference to your tele- 
am No. H.-9687,* dated the 9th Decem- 


Working copy to A. G., G. S. (M. 0. 2). 

Copy to M. S. C., Q. M. G., G. S. (M. 0.1, M. 0. 3). 

G. H. R. HOLLAND, 

Secretary, 

War Section. 

The 12th December 1915. 

% 

C. G. S. 

D. M. 0. 

M. S. C. 

M. 0.1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 

Q- M. G. (2), ; 1 

A. G. (2). / 

D. (2). ; t 

7»C»0.8 




» 


Dy. No; 
30447. 


Dy. No. 

30510. 
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Telegram P., No. 3199, dated 11th.December 1916. (Received in the Army Depart: 

on 12th Dece; 


at 4-20 p.m. o 
1916). 


12th Dece 


Received in the War Section 


ient 

iber 


From—The Secretary of State for India, ' 
To—The Viceroy (Army Department). 




tion. 


Following telegram sent to General Nixon is repeated for your informa- 

| f 4 

rn m • ♦ m 1 I I 1 • i V f • 

Begins. Representations have been made to St. Petersburg and the 

Russian 


Grand Duke has been made aware of your situation. Russian Government 
state, however, that they are unable to undertake operations either at Khani- 
khin or Kirmanshah as the troops at their disposal are not sufficient for the 

Efforts are being made to establish direct communication between 
and Russian Turkistan, but you should continue to communicate as you 


purpose. 
India at 


have been doing. 


• Dy. No. 8.-30151. 


This is with reference to your telegram 
of the 9th instant ,No. 1. G.-1724. 
Ends. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., G. S. (M. 0. 2, M. 0. 3). 


The 12th December 1915. 

C. G. S. . 

D. M. 0.. 

M. S. C. 

M. O. 1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 


G. H. R. HOLLAND, 

Secretary, 
War Section. 


Telegram P., No. S.-30510, dated 13th December 1915. (Despatched 6 p.m.) 


Fro 
To—The 


•The Chief of the General Staff, 


Hill 


anding Force u D,” Basrah. 


As regards Sheikh Sa’ad as a possible point for effecting the concentra¬ 
tion of the force under General Aylmer prior to an advance the Chief suggests 
that for this purpose Sheikh Sa’ad is too far forward. 


f Dy. No. 8.-30373. 


This is in reference to paragraph 9 of 
your 1008—155-0t of 12th December. 


Record copy to G. S. (M. 0.1). 

1 Jl 

Secretary, 

War Section. 

§ 


The lith October 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. 0. 

M. S. C. 

• M. 0.1 (2). 

D. (2). 









\z 
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Telegram P., No, 11029-Cipher—-M. O, 1-D., dated 14th December 1915. (Despatched Dy> No, 

. 6-15 p.m. Received 2 a.m. on 15th December 1915.) * 30686 

From—The Secretary, War Office, London, 

To—The Commander-in-Chief in India, Delhi. 

With reference to the 6th Division it should be borne in mind that during 
the past 12 months the units from France also have suffered severely fighting 
under novel and trying conditions. 

The Lahore Division includes only two fresh Infantry Regiments and the 


Meerut Division only five. 


• Dy. No. 8.-30373. 


. I f * i # 

The above refers to Nixon’s telegram 
No. 1008—155-0*, paragraph 9. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., G. S. (M. 0. 2, M. 0. 3). 


Secretary, 
War Section 


The 15th December 1915. 


C G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

F. A. 

M. 0.1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2) 

D. (2). 


IT 


am P., No. 11206-Cipher, dated 14th December 1915. (Despatched 2-55 P.M. 

Received 1-30 a.m. on 15th December 1915.) 

From—The Secretary, War Office, London, 

To—The Commander-in-Chief in India, Delhi. 

e following has been received from Marsh and is addressed India and 
d Egypt. Begins. T. P. L.-91—M.-191, December 13th, paragraph 


repeated Egypt. Begins. T. P. L.-91—M.-191, Decern 
A. 

A. The Chief of the Staff in the Caucasus has been 
the following suggestion to you, viz., that a British force 
accompanied bv mountain artillery firing H. E. and i 


accompanied by mountain artillery nnng n. r.. ana not shrapnel should 
advance by river from Mohammerah to Disful and gain touch from there 
with the Russian main column as soon as the latter shall have reached 
Kirmanshah. 

It is expected that this column will occupy Hamadan on December 20th. 

I draw attention to your telegram No. 7 of the 6th instant in which the 
British intention to continue operations on the Tigris is indicated and pointed 
out that the Tigris force would be deprived of some of its invaluable strength 
by the present suggestion. Therefore, in view of using the Kinnanshah Kut- 
ul-Amara route for the purpose of inter-communication, all available informa¬ 
tion as regards suitability of road for that purpose is requested by the General 
Staff in the Caucasus. * , * 

B. A telegram from Captain Williams (who is here) to the Foreign Office 
regarding a similar communication from the Viceroy is being despatched 
simultaneously with this tid St. Petersburg. 


Dy. No, 
30687. 





Dy. No. 
30695. 


With reference to my telegram No. 177* of the 2nd. The Kum column 


• Dy. No. 8.-20640 


has occupied Laleken Mt. Ends. 


\ 


Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 3). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., G. S. (M. O. 1, M. O. 2) 


The 15th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

F. A. 

M. 0.1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 

P. (2). 


Secretary, 
War Section. 



* 


Telegra 


P., No. 1008—168-0, dated 14th December 1916. (Despatched 2-30 p. 

Received 0-30 a.m. on 15th December 191o.) 

The General Officer Commanding Force M D,” Basrah, 




Frorr 

To— 1 Tl*e Chief of the General Staff, Delhi. 

a following is addressed C. G. S. and repeated Secretary of Stat 

India and is in continuation of 


30373. 
•30373. 
ot recei red. 


dated 


In view of the followin 


is in 

1008-149* and 155 
11th and 12th and I. G.-1746J 
December. 


my 
December 

14th 



now arriving at Baghdad, 
it and is due to arrive in Baghdad, 2nd week in January 
Division also 


Composite 


facts, viz .:—That 5th 
it it is reported that 36) 

That 



ay be following. That there are at the present moment in 
it of Townshend four Divisions, viz., 35th, 38th, 45th and 51st. And that 
concentration is reported on the Euphrates line of the 26th Division, that 
total possible concentration against me within the next two or three 


Divisions 
above 


lust ask that another two Divisions be 


soon as possible, otherwise I may again have to fight without any reserves 


Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., G. S, (M. O. 2, M. O. 3) 


The 15th December 1915., 

0. G. S, 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

F. A. 

M. 0.1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2), 

P w- 


Secretary t 
War Section. 


(• 
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Telegram P., No. 1008-123-0, dated 14th December 1915. (Deep 

Received 9-10 a.m. on 15th December 1915.) 


atched 6-30 r.M. 


Fro 


Commanding 


To—The Chief of the General Staff 


centration 


decided that, until large enough force had completed con 
il-Gharbi. advance would not be 


Shaikh Sa'ad 


30510 of 13th December 


Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C. 

Secretary, 
War Section. 

The 15th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. 0.1. 

D. (2). 


Telegra 


i P., No. S.-9767, dated 14th December 1915. (Received in the War Section 

on 18th December 1915.) 

From—The Viceroy (Army Department), 

To—The Secretary of State for India. 


Please refer to telegram No. 1008—149-0* and 1008—155-0,* dated the 

w 11th and 13th December 1915, respect- 

y ' ively, from General Nixon. The follow¬ 

ing remarks are offered by us with reference to above. 

It is agreed here that General Townshend cannot leave Kut. 

Shaikh Sa’ad is considered too far forward as a place of concentration for 
relieving troops, and we are suggesting this to General Nixon. 


In re 
mediate 


gard to troops proceeding to Mesopotamia from Egypt we have 
sly on being made aware or their sailings informed Nixon. 

In regard to river craft—we have kept you fully informed of all pro¬ 
gress made in obtaining such craft in this country and of their transfer to 
Mesopotamia. We have experienced great difficulty in obtaining craft suit- 

1 1 A • « • m r * * • f - •«« * !• 1. • 1 • _• 


able for river work in Mesopotamia and still greater difficulty is being experi¬ 
enced in finding vessels which are capable of making the voyage to Basra' 



Record copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., G. S. (M. O. 2, M. O. 3). 


The 15th December 1915. 

C. G. S> 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

Mu Qy 3 (2). 

Di. (2). 

79 0 0. a 




Secretary, 
War Section. 





* 


Dy. No. 
30703. 


Dy. No. 

30750. 
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Dy. No. 
30868. 


9 

Telegram P., No. 3204, dated 16th (received 16th) December 1916. (Received in Army 

Department at 11 a.m.) 

From—The Secretary of State for India, 

To—The Viceroy, Army Department. 

The following is addressed to the Viceroy and has been repeated to the 
General Officer Commanding Force “ D.” 

The War Committee held a conference to-day (15th). We have issued 


remaining 


France to be 


Difficulties in regard to transport are enormous and this makes 
impossible for the two additional Divisions asked for bv Nixon to b< 
present. It is doubtful whether they could be spared 
will receive further consideration. 


This however 


C. G. S. 

D. M. 0. 

M. S. C. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 
D. (2). 


(Working copy to the G. S.) 


Dy. No. 
30870. 


Telegram P., No. 3206, dated 15th (received 16th) December 1915. (Received in 

Army Department at 12-15 p.m.) 

From—The Secretary of State for India, 

To—The Viceroy (Army Department), Delhi. 

The following is addressed to the Viceroy and repeated to General Officer 
Commanding Force “ D.” 

“ I am now informed by the Admiralty that by the 31st December 1915, 
the greater part of the two promised Divisions will reach Basrah. Some 
horse ships and details will, however, be a few days later. The delay has 
been due entirely to French arrangements for convoy. 

In view of urgent necessities at other theatres of war, great difficulties 
are being experienced in finding immediately either the two additional Divi¬ 
sions or the vessels for transporting them. The matter will, however, receive 
further consideration.” 


• Dy. No. 


This is in continuation of mj cable of 


December 


(Working copy to the G. S.) 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 


TW Vn Telegram P., No. 11109-Cipher—M. 0. 1-D., dated 16th December 1916. (Despatched 
J'n... ' 7-60 p.m. Received 7-30 a.m. on 17th December 1915.) 


30954. 


From—The Secretary, War 
To—The Chief of the Genera 

An elementary Persian Lan 


London 


just been publ 


ntarv r 
ished by 


srsian Language Guide, for the use of Germans has 
the Berlin Institute of Languages and printed in large 
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numbers. In Germany the events in Mesopotamia are carefully watched. 
Apart from the question of Mesopotamia itself, it is expected that success in 
Mesopotamia will lead to diversion in Persia, with the gradual immobiliza¬ 
tion of large British Forces. The Turkish Troops have been informed that 
they are marching to India. 

The above is from Berne, dated December 7th. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 3). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., G. S. (M. 0.1, M. 0.2). 


Secretary, 
War Section. 


The 17th December 

M. 

s. c. 

C. 

G. S. 

D. 

M. 0. 

M. 

S. V. 

G. 

H. 

F. 

A. 

• 

M. 

0. 1. 

M. 

0. 2. 

M. 

0. 3. 

D. 

(2). 

Telegram P., No. 


ber 1915. (Despatched 7 p.m. 


From—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D,” Basrah, 

To—The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi. 

S.-30758—M.-94. Following, addressed to Chief of the General Staff, is 
repeated to Secretary of State. 

It is now clearly desirable that Russians should advance on Kirmanshah'. 
In addition to its effect on situation Baghdad-Kut such a movement is cal¬ 
culated to close communication between Germans and Turks outside Persia 
and Germans inside Persia, more effectually. Request my views be telegraph¬ 
ed to Russian General Staff and inform me if this can be done by them. It 
is reported that the Russian advance tp Hamadan has caused some Turkish 
troops to return to Baghdad from lower down the Tigris. Therefore the 
effect of a further advance to Kirmanshah may be greater. 


/ 


Dy. No. 
30955. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V, G. S. (M. O. 2, M. O. 3). 


Secretary, 
War Section . 


The 17th December 1915. 

c. g. s. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

FA. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). 

D. (2). . 

P. (2). 


N 


Dy. No. 
31168. 


Dy. No. 
31259. 


Tejegra: 


P., No. H.-9883, dated 18th December 1915. (Issued at 1-45 p.m. 

in the War Section on 18th December 1915.) 

The Viceroy (Army Department), 


Received 


Front 

To—The Secretary ol State lor India. 

Please refer to your cable of the 11th December, No. 3200.* We under- 

a stand that the 12 battalions offered in 

that telegram are in addition to the four 

? arrison battalions now being sent to this country, vide your cable of the 3rd 
lovember 1915, No. 3112. 

We would observe that it is essential that the whole of the 12 battalions 
shall arrive in India before the 15th February 1916, and as we can do nothing 
more as regards providing material, it is also essential that the battalions 
should be despatched" from Home fully equipped and armed. 

On these conditions we accept the offer of the 12 garrison or newly raised 
battalions and we will send out to Indian Expeditionary Force “ D ” an addi¬ 
tional Infantry Brigade which will be called the 26th Infantry Brigade and 


will form the 13th Division with the 34th and 35th 


;n miantry 
Infantry B 


rigades 


The 28th Punjabis cannot be included in the 36th Brigade as they have 
already been allotted by the Secretary, War Office, to the Jullundur Brigade 
of the Lahore Division in place of the 40th Pathans diverted to Mombassa. 

We will let you know by cable in due course of the composition of the 
36th Infantry Brigade. 


Record copy to G. S. (M. O. 2). 

Copy to M. S. C., A. G., Q. M. G., D. G. O., D. M. S., D. G. M. W, G. S. 
(M. 0. 1, M. 0. 3). 

Secretary, 
War Section, 


The 18th December 1915. 

M. S. C. 

c: g. s. 

D. M. O. 

. 0 . 1 . 


M. 0. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 
A. G. 

Q. M. G. (2). 
D. G. O. 

D. M. S. 
t). G., M. W. 
D. (2). 


Telegram P., No. 3217, dated 18tli December 1915. (Received in Army Department 
4-5 p.m. 19th December 1915. Received in War Section on 19th December 1915.) 


Fro 


The Secretary of State for India, 


of 


To—The Viceroy (Army Department), Delhi. 

w ' ... % # 

The following is addressed to General Nixon and repeated to the Viceroy, 
India. 


Reference 


1605, 


rts of Turkish troo 


Diary No. 30956. 
Diary No. 30908. 
Diary No. 30997. 


ad tend to confirm 



your repoi 
returning to Bagnd 

projected invasion of Persia by the enemy 
as reported by Marling in his cables 
No. 5311 and 5354 

The occupation of Kum and Kirmanshah is intended by the Russians if 
possible, but the time does not appear opportune to press them to advance 
further. The Grand Duke is being kept informed of your situation. 


x( 
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Working copy to G. S. (M. 0.1). 

Copy to M. S. C., G. S. (M. O. 2, M. 0. 3) 


• * 


The 19th December 1915 

M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

G. H. 

M. 0. 1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 

P. (2). 


Secretary, 
War Section. 


Telegram P., No. 131—54-0, dated 19th December 1915. (Despatched 8-30 

Received 7-30 a.m. on 20th December 1915.) 

The Genial Officer Commanding Force “ D,” Basrah, 


P.M 


Fron 

To—The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi. 

This telegram is addressed to Chief of the General Staff and is repeated 
to Secretary of State for India. 

Secret .—Changes in distribution of troops above Qurnah for week com¬ 
mencing 19th December are as follows :— 

Nasiriyah add 34th Infantry Brigade (less 1 battalion) and 1st, 2nd 

Sussex Battery; also 12th Company Sappers and Miners en 
route. 

Between Amarah and Qurnah, 20th Infantry (less £ battalion). 


Erase 35th Infantry Brigade (less 1^ battalic 
jabis and 23rd Mountain Battery (less 2 sections) 

14 battalions 35th Infantry Brigade and 13th Cc 


pany Sappers 


en 


Filaifilah 1 double company 20th 


Gharbi 


A 


arah 35th Infantry Brigade (less l£ 
battalions) 28th Punjabis 1 section 23rd Mountain 
Erase 1 section R. H. A. Battery and 1 double Cc 
Infantry. 


tpany 20th 


section “ S ” Battery 


Diary No. 8.-30492. 


This 


continuation of 


131 


is in 
3* of 12th instant 


V. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., G. S. (M. O. 2, M. 0. 3). 


P. S. STONEY, 

for Secretary, 
War Section 


The 20th December 1915 

M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

• D. M. O. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

F. A. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 

79 C. G. S 


Dy. No; 

31312. 


4 





Dy. No. 
31483. 


Dy. No. 
31491. 


Tele 
2 


gram P., No. 3226, dated 20th 
15 p.m. on 21st December 1915. 


December 1915. (Received in Army Department 
Received in War Section On 21st December 1915.) 


Fro 


The Secretary of State for India, 


\ 


To—The Viceroy (Anhy Department), Delhi. 

Please refer to the following telegrams from the General Officer Com¬ 
manding Force “ D ”: 

0,* dated 12th December 


No. 1008-155- 


• Diary No. S. -30373. 
f Di»ry„No. S-31312. 


No. 131—54-0, t dated 
1915. 


1915, and 
19th December 


Some uncertainty in regard to Nixon’s plans and his reasons for his 
present dispositions is felt here. 


From the information available here we should s 



upjpose 

achievt 


that the relief 


object and to achieve that, all avail- 
ownshend has been relieved, the 


of Townshend would be Nixon’s primary 
able troops should be concentrated. When 
ost urgent matter appears to us to be the protection of our position on the 
Karun river side. We however recognise that Nixon’s local information may 
make it advisable to pursue a different course. 

Are you able to enlighten us in regard to Nixon’s plans, and his reasons 
for these ? 


Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., G. S. (M. 0.1, M. O. 3) 


The 21st December 1916. 


Secretary, 
War Section. 


M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 
M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2) 
D. (2). 


Telegram P., No. 31491, dated 21st December 1915. (Despatched 7 p.m.) 


Proi 


The Chief of the General Staff, 


To—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D/ 1 Basrah. 


from Secretary of State for India. Begins. (Re- 
Ends. . 

Your reply should not be sent direct to Secretary of State, but through' 
the Chief of the General Staff. 


Followin 
peatsDiary 



Record copy to G. S. (M. 0.1). 

Copy to M. S. C., G. S. (M. 0. 2, M. 0. 3) 


The 21st December 1915. 


Secretary, 
War Section 


M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

G. H. 

M. 0. 1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2) 

D. (2), 
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Telegram P., No. 3221, dated 20th December 1915. (Received in Army Department 

■2-15 p.m. on 21st December 1916.) 


Fro: 


The Secretary of State for India, 


To—The Viceroy (Army Department), Delhi. 

I will endeavour to arrange matters with the War Office on the basis 


• DUry No. S. 31168. 


1 


mentioned in your cable No. S.-9583,* 
dated 18th December 1915. and will 


cable the result to you. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. 0. 2). 

Copy to M. S. C., D. G. M. W., A. G., Q. M. G., D. G. 0., D. M. S., 
G. S. (M. 0. 1, M. 0. 3). 

S ecretary, 
War Section. 

The 22nd December 1915. 

M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. .0. 3 (2). 

D. G. M. W. 

A. G. 

Q. M. G. (2). 

D. G. O. (2). 

D. M. S. ‘ 


Telegra 


1008—196-0, dated 22nd December 1915. (Despatched 7-30 p.m. 
Received 8-35 a.m. on 23rd December 1915.) 



From—The General Officer Commanding Force ** D,” Basrah, 

To—The Chief of the Genial Staff, D< 

Paraqraph 1 .—As regards Nasiriyah please see last portion of p 

graph 3 of my 1008—149-0t of lltn 


Diary 



cem 


Nasiriyah 


possible 



ara- 
De- 
culty, 


Turkish guns 

' s possi- 


Paragraph 2 .—It is reported that the Ajaimi supported by 
and cavalry is about 50 miles above Nasiriyah on the right bank, it 
ble a Turkish concentration by the Euphrates line is being covered by Ajaimi 
as he did before the battle of Shaiba last February and March. Up to the 
present only indefinite reports have been received of a Turkish concentration 
on the Euphrates,, but by reinforcing Nasiriyah a Turkish concentration on 
this line can be dealt with, the line of approach by the Shatt-al-Hai can be 


deceived as to the real direction of 
A.8 to the relief of Townshend there 


uestion of this 



held, and the ene 

Paragraph 8. - . 

being my first object and as soon as each unit arrives, if it can be spared, it is 

sent up the Tigris at once. It will be remembered that the whole of the 
Lahore and Meerut Divisions were originally promised by the end of Decem¬ 
ber, but it now looks as if it will be the end of January before they all reach 

here. >.• / *' 

[ am fully alive to the possibilities of a 

_movement in this direction, and it was with this eventuality in view 

that two more divisions were asked for, and will be required. It is presumed 
that the Secr^ttrvof State grasps the fact that nearly twomonjths are taken 

up, under exiiBikg&on 
one line to another 


Paragraph 


Karun Line 


ditions here, in transferring a force like 








Dy. No. 
31665. 




Dy. No. 

31722. 


/ 

f 
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Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V, G. S. (M. O. 2, M. 0. 3). ! 

P. S. STONEY, 

for Secretary, 
War Section . 

The 28rd December 1915. % 

C. G. S. 

D. M. 0. 

M. S. C. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

F. A. 

M. O. 1 (2). 

M. 0. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 


Dy. No 
32048. 


Telegram P., No. 3232, dated 24th December 1915. (Received in War Section on 25th 

December 1915.) 

From—The Secretary of State for India, 

To—The Viceroy (Army Department). (Received in Army Department 2 p.m.) 


It is stated by Admiralty that in the manufacture of high explosives the 
Anglo-Persian oil supply has now become of great importance. Tnev request 
me to impress on you, so far as military situation permits, necessity for main¬ 
taining communication through Karun Valley. 


I cannot answer this and similar enquiries until I receive a reply to my 

.wo. telegram No. 3226,* dated the 20th De- 

°' cember 1915, asking what are Nixon’s 

plans, to which an early reply is requested. 



Record copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). • 

Copy to M. S. C., G. S. (M. O. 2, M. 0. 3). 

A. W. MOENS, 

Secretary, 

' War Section. 

The 25th December 1915. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. O. 1 (2). 

M. O. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). * . 


Dy. No. Telegram P., No. 1008—206-0, dated 26th December 1916. (Despatched l.A. m. 

32242 • Received 9-50 a.u. on 27th December 1915.) 

• From—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D,” Basrah, 

To—The Chief of the General Staff. 

Twenty-three battalions 46 guns and 1,400 sabres will have been concen¬ 
trated by Aylmer at Ali-al-Gharbi during first week in January with this 
force, less the necessary detachments for posts Sheik Sa’ad and Ali-al-Gharbi, 
I intend him to advance to relieve Townshend. 

With the exception of 4 battalions and 6 howitzers expected shortly, all 
the above troops have reached or passed Basrah. 



Working copy to 6. S. (M. 0. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., Q. M. G., G. S. (M. 0. 2, M. O. 3). 


The 27th December 1915. 

M. S. C. . 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. V. 

F. A. 

G. H. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). . 

Q. M. G. (2). 

D. (2). 


Secretary, 
War Section. 


Telegram P., No. S.-32248, dated 27th December 1915. (Despatched 5-30 p.m.) 


Fro 




The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi, 


Dy. No 
32248; 


To—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D,” Basrah. 

As home authorities attach importance to safeguarding property of 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company, Chief would like you to ascertain, if you can, 
the quantity of oil exported during last six months, and since we occupied 
Basrah, to meet demand of Admiralty and others. 


Record copy to G. S. (M. O. 3). 

Copy to M. S. C., G. S. (M. 0.1, M. O. 2). 


The 27th December 1915. 

M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

G. H. 

M. 0. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 


Secretary, 
War Section. 


Telegram P., No. 


, dated. 25th December 1915. 


From—The Viceroy (Army Department), 

To—The Secretary of State for India. 

Please refer to your cable of 20th December 1915, No. 3226,* which was 

peated to General Nixon by us. The 
illowing is his reply. 

Begins. Paragraph 1 .—As regards Nasiriyah please see last portion of 

' 3 of mv 1008—149-0t of 11th 


31483. 


30373. 



Of 

It 



is possible that the 

eulty under existing conditions of reinforcing Nasiriyah is not realised. 

Paragraph 2 .—It is reported that the Aj aimi supported by Turkish guns 
and cavalry is about 50 miles above Nasiriyah on the right bank. It is possible 
a Turkish concentration by the Euphrates line is being covered by Ajaimi as 


Dy. No. 
32291. 










Dy; No. 
32580. 


30 


battle of Shaiba last February and 


only indefinite reports have been received 
Euphrates, but by reinforcing Nasiriyah 
can be dealt with, 


Up to the pre- 


the line of approach by the Shatt-al-Hai can 


and the enemy deceived as to the real direction 


Para 



Townshend 


uestion of this 



raph S .—As to the relief of 

being my first object and as soon as each unit arrives, if it can fie spared, it is 
sent up the Tigris at once. It will be remembered that the whole of the 
Lahore and Meerut Divisions were originally promised by the end of Decem¬ 
ber, but it now looks as if it will be the end of January before they all reach 

here. 


Paragraph 4- 
Turkish move: 
that two 


-Karun line .—I am fully alive to the possibilities of a 
in this direction, and it was with this eventuality in view 

_jions were asked for, and will be required. It is presumed 

that the Secretary of State grasps the fact that nearly two months are taken 
up, under existing conditions here, in transferring a force like a Division 
from one line to another. Ends. 

The telegram from Nixon appears to indicate that while he is emphatio 
that his first objective is to relieve Townshend, yet apprehensions for the 
safety of his detachment at Nasiriyah in case an advance down the Euphrates 
by the Turks should over-whelm that detachment and then threaten Basrah 
caused him to divert reinforcements from the Tigris. General Nixon is the 
best judge of dispositions rendered necessary on account of local information. 


regards 


any 


according to the reports received 

by the enemy down t] 

clear how the Turks 




wifi be deceived 


regard 


reinforcement of Nasiriyah. 


In regard to the Karun line, we would observe that so long as we are 
strong on the Tigris above Amarah, the security of the oil fields is assured, 
and that we impress the Bakhtiaris with a sense of our military superiority. 
We also understood that when the sixth and seventh divisions were asked for 

by Nixon, vide his cable of the 14th De¬ 
cember 1915, No. 1008—168-0,* he 
t the strongest argument was the proba- 

en and 


30695. 


support 



bility of the Turks in the Baghdad region being increased to 60,000 

itions above Amarah 
he War Council to 6 



the vital necessity of his 
face of that Force. This _ 
patch the two additional Divisions 



operations 


C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. C. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). 
D. (2). 


Telegra 


1008—220-0. dated 29th December 1915. (Despatched 12-30 p.m 

1916.1 


Received 10-35 p.m. on 29th December 


Fron 
To—The 


The General Officer Commanding Force “ D,” Basrah, 


Regarding reinforcements asked for please say whether any decision has 
been arrived at. Must bring to your notice once more that I have no troops 
in hand to form a reserve. 


graph 4. 


This refers to my 1008-196-0 of December 22nd (Dy. No. S -81722), para- 


I 
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Working copy to G. S. (M. 0.1). 


Copy to M. S. C., M. S. V., G. S. (M. 0. 2, M. 0. 3). 


The 29th December 1915. 

M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. S. V. 

G. H. 

F. A. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 


Secretary , 
War Section 


Telegra 


P., No. S.-3237, dated 29th December 1915. (Received in War Section on 

30th December.) 

The Secretary of State for India, 


Front 

To—The Viceroy (Army Department). 


Please refer to ypur telegra: 
18th December 1915. 


No. H.-9883 ( Dy. No. S.-S1158), dated the 


To enable you to complete and maintain the fifth Division for Indian 
Expeditionary Force “ D ” the War Office will send out twelve additional 
garrison battalions. The despatch of these will commence next week. 

The War Committee have noted the decision of the War Office and they 
recommend that instructions should be despatched to General Nixon in the 
6ense of the following :— 

(a) No hope can be held out under exfsting conditions that we can 

spare two additional Divisions. 

(b) After Townshend has been relieved, Nixon’s policy should be to 

act on the defensive. 

(c) In case withdrawal from Kut should become necessary communica¬ 

tions positions should be prepared immediately about Kurna 

and in Shaiba area. 


General Nixon will be best able to decide whether, after Townshend has 
been relieved, Kut should be held, or whether it would be desirable in the cir¬ 
cumstances arising to withdraw to Amarah or Kurna. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., A. G., Q. M. G., G. S. (M. 0. 2, M. O. 3). 


; 

i 


G. M. GLYNTON, 


The SOTh December 1915. 

M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. 0. 

#. O. 1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2)'. 

A. G. 

Q. M. G. (2). 

D. (2). 


Secretary; 
War Section. 


i « 


Dy. No 
32073. 


« 




32674. 


sgram P., No. 3238, dated 29th December 1916. (Received 
>0 p.m. on 30th December 1916. Received in War Section on 


ient 


on 30th December 1915.) 


From—The Secretary of State for India, 
■To~-The Viceroy (Army Department), Delhi. 


Please refer to your cable, dated 25th December 1915 (Diary 
No. S.-82291). The views expressed by you on paragraph 2 of Nixon’s cable 
are concurred in by me. 

In regard to paragraph 3, 25 Battalions, 8 squadrons and 8 batteries will 
have arrived at Basrah from India and elsewhere by the end of December 
1915. This is practically equal to two Divisions. 

The bulk of the Lahore Division will also have reached Basrah by the 
10th January 1916. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. 0.1). 

Copy to M. S. C., Q. M. G., G. S. (M. O. 2, 


The 80th December 1915 

M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 

Q. M. G. (2). 

D- (2). 


O. 3). 


J. O. DOUGLASS, 

fof Secretary, 
War Section 




Dy. No. 
32682. 


Telegraa 
Fro 


dated 3( 
General 


imber 1915. (Despatched 


To—The General Officer Commanding Force “ D,” Basrah. 


Secretary of State wires as follows: 

Begins. Repeats Diary No. 32673, omitting first six lines and modified 
as follows:— 


War Committee recommend 




end of message. Ends 


to 


1008-220-0 (Dy. No. S.-32580) of 29th instant 




Record copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., G. S. (M. O. 2, M. 0. 3). 


The 80th December 1915. 

M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

G. H. 

M. O. 1. 

M. O. 2. 

M. O. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 


Secretary, 
War Section, 


I I 




* 


33 


Telegram P., No. 3239, dated 30th December 1915. (Received in War Section on 

31st December.) 

From*—The Secretary of State for India, 

To—The Viceroy (Army Department). 

Please refer to your cable No. H.-10103, dated 28th December 1915. Dy 
o. 32328-A. 


regard 


lunications between Nixon and the Grand Duke 


War Office request that the former should be instructed to confine himself 
solely to an exchange of intelligence. Your Government must be referred to 
on questions of strategy and policy. 


Dy. No 

32796. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. 0. 1, M. 0. 3). 

Copy to M. S. C. 

Secretary, 
War Section. 

The 31st December 1915. 

M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

M. 0.1. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 


Telegram P., No. S.-32809, dated 31st December 1915. (Despatched 5-45 P.M.)' 


Fro 


To—The 


The Chief of the General Staff, Delhi, 

anding Force “ D,” Basrah. 


Dy. Noi 
32809, 


Hill 


The following wire from Secretary of State. Begins. (Repeats Diary i 
No. 32796, leaving out first two lines.) 


Record copy to G. S. (M. O. 1). 

Copy to M. S. C., G. S. (M. 0. 2, M. O. 3). 


The Slst December 1915. 

M. S. C. 

C. G. S. 

D. M. O. 

G. H. 

M. 0. 1. 

M. 0. 2. 

M. 0. 3 (2). 

D. (2). 

P. (2). 


Secretary, 
War Section. 



Telegra 


P., No. 2210, dated 29th December 1916. (Despatched 8 p.m. Received Dy 


t 


12-16 p.m. on 30th December 1916 
The Secretary of State for India, 


32896. 


Fron 

To-The 


Private. The following is with reference to my military telegra 


3237 of to-day (Dy. No, 
and to the Commander 



-32673) and to 

Chief. 




ake the position clear to your- 


78 c. a. s 



Yesterday the general military position was reviewed by the War Com¬ 
mittee and the following conclusions were'adopted on the advice of the General 
Staff subject to revision if circumstances change advice : 

1. From the point of view of Empire, France and Flanders are the main 
theatre of war. 


EvfeVy 


.correlated operations of all allies at prope 
3. Aft adequate force must be m'airita 


time. 


The mission of the force 
‘ nature. 


f» i i 

laximum strength the 
Egypt for its defence 


iplOyed in Mesopotamia to be of a de- 


5. For the present rely on the existing garrison of India reinforced by 12 
anpre garrison battalions for its defence. Ends. 

A separate telegram in the Army Department is being sent to you giving 
the Committee’s instructions to Nixon. 

Impossibility of sending further divisions makes lhe concur in Com¬ 
mittee’s conclusions, but if your knowledge of local circumstances causes you 
to dissent you will of course communicate your views freely. 


Working copy to G. S. (M. 0.1). 

Copy to M. S. C. 

A. W. MOENS, 

Secretary, 
War Section. 

The 1st January 1916. 

M. S. C. 

C. G. S. ~ 

D. M. 0. 
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